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Qol Ha-qahal 
Mission

To promote Torah throughout our 
community by providing a platform 

for our rabbis, lay members, students 
and institutions.

The SCA is dedicated to uniting our affiliate 
organizations based on our shared values in an 
effort to give our young people the tools needed 
to successfully perpetuate our way of life in the 

post-modern era.

SCA Values
Commitment to Halakha 
Respect and Tolerance

Interaction With Society
Growth Through Education
Torah and Higher Education

Learning and Earning
Medinat Yisrael
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One of the most perplexing topics of 21st Century 
Judaism is Zionism. Specifically, how are we to 
view the successes of Zionism? Are the successes 

of modern day Israel the fruition of the Biblical prophecies 
and rabbinic writings, or perhaps just a temporary political 
experiment devoid of spiritual meaning? Put another way- 
is Zionism the fulfillment of the messianic aspirations we 
pray for every day or just a happenstance 
human achievement? 

These questions make some Jewish 
circles uncomfortable. Ultra- Orthodox 
circles ultimately reject any notion of a 
human based redemption claiming that no 
man has the right to hasten the process of 
redemption as predicted in the Bible. In 
1947 Rabbi Yosef Tzvi Dushinsky went 
as far as testifying against the idea of a 
Jewish State in the UN on behalf of the 
Edah Haredit. Jewish ‘Aliyah, the government and state are 
both illegal in this view. They argue that the redemption will 
only be a supernatural event1 that God himself can hasten. 
The time of the Messiah will usher in a miracle age in which 

“The wolf shall dwell with the lamb”2. Although entitled to 
their positions, it is hard to argue today after 70 years that 
the cumulative result of so many modern miracles can be 
anything but God’s providence.  

In contrast to the supernatural view we find a different 

1 See for example Rashi on tractate Sukkah 41 which indicates that the temple is already built 
in the heavens 
2 Isaiah 11: 6

understanding amongst many of our Sephardic Hakhamim. 
For Maimonides the messianic future is one in which the 
Nation of Israel builds itself and merits through its own 
actions the Messianic age through practical means.3 Yehudah 
Bibas, Yehudah Alqalay (see the rabbi Yosef Bitton article) 
were early proponents of modern Zionism.

Interestingly, there is a precedent 
for many of these issues. The entire 
Shibat Sion and Second Temple period 
could be regarded as a potential of a full 
redemption. The many Jews who returned 
from the first exile, no doubt believed 
they were experiencing the fulfillment 
of the prophecies. They made the best of 
the opportunity and enjoyed hundreds of 
years in the Promised Land while their 
brethren remained in the Diaspora. 

We can learn from our ancestors and make the best of 
our current good fortune to be living in such unprecedented 
times. This issue of Qol Ha-Qahal celebrates the milestone 
of Israel’s 70th anniversary. As a core value of the SCA, 

Medinat Yisrael is very much a part of what it means to be a 
Jew today. May our actions merit a full redemption in our 
lifetimes.

Hag Sameah,

Murray Mizrachi

3 See for example MT Hilkhot Teshubah 9:2, based on the view of Shemuel found in BT Shab-
bat 63a and Maimonides Introduction to Pereq Heleq

“As a core value of the SCA, Medinat Yisrael is very much 
a part of what it means to be a Jew today.”
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Israel @ 70 
Mr. Murray Mizrachi
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Our community has, Barukh 
HaShem, a long and proud history 
of Torah observance and adher-
ence to traditional Sephardic val-
ues and customs. In order to per-
petuate these values and customs 
and to help ensure the continuity 
of the blessings that we have long 
enjoyed as a Community, we here-
by declare the following:

Commitment to Halakha
We are committed to conformity to 
Halakha, based upon the Code of Law 
written by R. Yosef. Karo, as shaped 
and developed through the genera-
tions by the long-standing customs and 
practices of the Sephardic communi-
ty (minhag), and as expressed by the 
Rabbis of our synagogues. At the same 
time we recognize that those who may 
not totally conform to Halakha today 
are still deserving of our respect and 
guidance.
Growth Through Education
We feel strongly that constructive 
change within the community will 
come about through education, coop-
eration and positive interaction rath-
er than through coercion and through 
unilateral edicts.
Torah & Higher Education
We stand strongly in favour of higher 
secular education and recognize the 
value and necessity of a college and 

university education in creating a 
complete Torah-Jew who can function 
in the world at-large, fulfill his or her 
potential and appreciate all of God's 
work.
Respect and Tolerance
We assert that, regardless of idealog-
ical or other differences, community 
Rabbis are obligated to treat each oth-
er, and their respective congregants, 
with respect and dignity. It follows that 
all Community institutions, even those 
which have philosophies with which we 
may differ, are to be accorded respect.
Interaction With Society
In accordance with our Sephardic 
heritage, we believe that community 
members should be engaged not only 
to prosper and grow in the practice of 
traditional Judaism, but to engage 
the world in a productive and creative 
manner.
Learning and Earning
We cherish the traditional way of life in 
which one combines the learning of To-
rah and observance of missvot together 
with earning a livelihood (Torah im 
Derekh Eress).
Medinat Yisrael

Declaration of Values

We recognize God's providence in 
the establishment of the State of 
Israel, fully support its security and 
prosperity and, in prayer and in deed, 
celebrate its existence.  



“Once You Choose Hope, Anything’s Possible” 
Haftarat Tazri’a-Tahor & Israel’s 70th 
Independence Day
Rabbi Nathan Dweck

The Haftarah for Tazri`a-Tahor (2 Melakhim 7:3-20) 
tells us of a miraculous story that takes place during 
the Aramean siege on Shomron, the capital of the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel. Due to this siege, there was a 
great famine—so intense that the people are forced to eat 
their children for food! King 
Yehoram and his messengers, 
who are losing hope, are told 
by the prophet Elisha that the 
famine will end the next day. 
In disbelief of Elisha's words, 
the aide of the king responds: 
“Even if Hashem were to make 
windows in the sky, could this 
thing happen?!” (2 Melakhim 
7:2). Elisha responds to him 
that this prophecy will indeed 
come true, but that he will not 
benefit from it.

With this backdrop, the 
Haftarah begins. There are four lepers sitting outside the 
city gate due to their impurity1. They decide to surrender 
themselves to the Arameans, as they would die either way2. 
Upon arriving, they discover that there is no one present 
in the Aramean camp. G-d had caused the Aramean camp 
to hear the sound of chariots, and they fled fearing that the 
Israelites had hired the Hittites and Egyptians to battle them. 
Seeing this, the lepers went from tent to tent enjoying some 
food and drink and burying the spoils.

1 In accordance with the law from next week's perashah, which states that a leper must “dwell 
outside the camp” until the disease is healed.
2 Either waiting outside the city or entering the city where there was a famine.

Upon realization of their selfishness during the time of 
a famine, they went to go tell the king about the absence of 
the Aramean camp. The king – despite the fact that he was 
told by the prophet that the famine would end – did not believe 
that they fled, but rather that the Arameans were waiting 

to ambush the Israelites. 
He decides to send some 
messengers to go check—
and indeed it was as they had 
reported. The people of Israel 
went out and plundered the 
Aramean camp. The messenger 
of the king, who expressed 
disbelief to Elisha’s promise, 
was trampled to death at the 
gate. Three more verses (vv. 
18-20) are spent to recall why 
he was killed—stressing that 
this was the same man who 
questioned Elisha’s prophecy. 
This was done to show us that 

it was his own disbelief in God’s salvation that killed him—
not allowing him to enjoy the results of God’s miracle. 

This Haftarah is indeed an appropriate one for Hag Yom 
Ha’asmaut (Israel Independence Day), which we celebrated 
this week. The Zionists, since the First Zionist Congress in 
1897, had the vision of establishing a home for the Jewish 
people in Palestine. In 1917, the British Mandate provided a 
glimmer of hope, supporting “the establishment in Palestine 
of a national home for the Jewish people.” But this was only 
to be followed by years of attacks by the Arabs. The Arabs 
would not accept the possibility of a Jewish state alongside an 
Arab one, and would do anything to stop it from happening. 
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David Ben Gurion (Left) Signing the Declaration of 
Independence held by Moshe Sharet



The Holocaust then staged a devastating blow to the Jewish 
nation: 6 million Jews had been murdered and whoever 
survived was left homeless, penniless and in most cases with 
no family to turn to. Many of the survivors had lost hope 
– with no country to call their own. Many had resorted 
to what the aide of the king told Elisha during the famine: 

“Even if Hashem were to make windows in the sky, could 
this thing happen?” 

However, on May 
14, 1948, after the 
British Mandate in 
Palestine ended, the 
Jewish Agency, led by 
David Ben-Gurion, 
declared the State of 
Israel. Immediately, 
Egypt, Transjordan, 
Syria, Lebanon and 
Iraq declared war 
and announced their 
rejection of the UN 
partition decision. 
Winning the war 
seemed impossible, 
as this small state was 
fighting against and 
surrounded by all of these Arab countries. Miraculously, the 
Jews won the war against the Arabs, and held on to the State 
of Israel. Just like G-d saved Israel from the Arameans by 
scaring them away and then by ending the famine, G-d saved 
us from an overpowering enemy and gave us the Land of 
Israel. Ever since, we celebrate Yom Ha’asmaut on the 5th of 
Iyar—the day Eress Yisrael was returned to us. This year, we 
have the special opportunity of celebrating the 70th year of 
the establishment of the State of Israel. 

What was it that led to the establishment of the state, 
something that seemed so out of reach for nearly 2,000 years? 

Our belief, our hope, that although we had been exiled out 
of our land for nearly 2,000 years, G-d would one day return 
us back there. Our hope gave us the ability to fight for our 
homeland.

To this day, we are threatened by those interested in 

destroying the State of Israel. There are those, like Iran, who 
are interested in nothing else but our ultimate destruction. 

Although Iran claims 
that their nuclear 
program is a peaceful 
one, Iran poses a threat 
to Israel and to the 
world. And yet, like 
in the story of Elisha 
in our Haftarah, we 
should not lose hope. 
We should not be like 
the aide of the king, 
who chose his own 
poison in his disbelief 
of the wonders of 
G-d. Rather, it a time 
for us to act—to join 
together and “battle” 
those wishing to 
destroy us yet again. 

As Christopher Reeve once said: “Once you choose hope, 
anything’s possible.”

Rabbi Nathan Dweck is the 
Executive Director of Tebah 
Educational Services and an 
associate Rabbi at Congregation 
Beth Torah. He is also a Judaic 
Studies Teacher and Programming 
Coordinator at Barkai Yeshivah 
Middle School.

“Just like G-d saved Israel from the Arameans by scaring them away 
and then by ending the famine, G-d saved us from an overpowering 

enemy and gave us the Land of Israel. ”
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 David Ben-Gurion publicly pronouncing the Declaration of the 
State of Israel, May 14 1948, Tel Aviv, Israel



Israel @ 70

Several years ago, film critic A.O. Scott penned an 
article for The New York Times Magazine entitled “The 
Death of Adulthood in American Culture.” Surveying 

a decades-old shift in American film and general culture, 
Scott wrote about the emergence of “an essentially juvenile 
vision of the world.” He noted the current popularity of 
comic-book movies, family-friendly animated adventures, 
tales of adolescent heroism and comedies of arrested 
development. He pointed to the embrace of Young Adult 
fiction by many “not so young adults,” and described the 
widespread conception of adulthood as a “forever young” 
state-of-being. Scott struggled with his own feelings 
regarding this phenomenon. He weighed the advantages of 

a world that is “our playground, without a dad or mom in 
sight,” with a potentially serious “loss of something.”1

Leon Kass noticed a similar trend in his search for the 
underlying factors for the societal shift away from traditional 
courtship and marriage. He wrote about today’s shared 
clothing styles, spoken lingo and interest in music between 
parents and children, commenting: “Youth, not adulthood, 
is the cultural ideal, at least as celebrated in the popular 
culture.” Kass explained that today’s young man doesn’t feel 
the urge to take his father’s place, as he has seen his father 
continuously running from it “with all deliberate speed.”2

Writer Joseph Epstein described this exact phenomenon 
over a decade ago, adding to it his own critique and 
misgivings. Epstein began “The Perpetual Adolescent” by 
contrasting the “grown up” attire one beheld at the baseball 
games of the 1940’s and 50’s – tailored suits and fedoras, 
1 A.O. Scott, “The Death of Adulthood in American Culture,” The New York Times Magazine, 
Sept. 11, 2014. Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/14/magazine/the-death-
of-adulthood-in-american-culture.html?_r=0.
2 Leon Kass, “The End of Courtship,” Leading a Worthy Life (New York, NY, 2018), pg. 51.

to the youthful jeans, caps and T-shirts that fill the seats 
of today’s games. Broadly observing many of society’s 
general trends, he noticed a sharp shift from a society that 
conceived of adolescence as necessarily transient to one 
that yearns for its eternal existence. Epstein viewed this 
perspective very negatively. He suggested that it lowered 
the tone of national life, took away from its richness, 
and lowered intellectual expectations. He argued that an 
observable “dumbing down” of society is to be attributed to 
this mindset, as contemporary journalism has lost its depth 
by necessarily adapting to the short attention span with the 
soundbite, photo-op, quickie take and a general suppression 
of complexity.3

I believe that the State of Israel, in both its historical 
and modern existences, can provide a necessary counter-
balance of maturity.

Thus said God: I remember the affection of your youth,

The love of your espousals,

How you went after Me in the wilderness,

In a land that was not sown.

(Yirmiyahu 2:2)

Yirmiyahu’s portrayal of a “youthful” Am Yisrael during 
their sojourn in the desert is likewise familiar to us from 
Yehezkel’s portrayal of them to a physically maturing young 
lady (Yehezkel 16:6-7), recited in the haggadah every year. 
Israeli philosopher Eliezer Schweid similarly noted the 
Torah’s description of Am Yisrael as “families” directly prior 
to leaving Egypt and throughout their travels in the dessert. 
He suggested that according to the biblical narrative, 

3 Joseph Epstein, “The Perpetual Adolescent,” The Weekly Standard, Mar. 15, 2004. Available at: 
http://www.weeklystandard.com/the-perpetual-adolescent/article/5051.
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A Model of Maturity
Rabbi Avi Harari

“The historical symbolism of settling Eress Yisrael has 
repeated itself in the last seventy years, following

 the establishment of Medinat Yisrael. ”



the period of maturity began when Am Yisrael entered a 
cultivated land and settled it. Schweid then drew attention 
to the paradox of that accomplishment:

On the one hand, entering the Land of Israel 
symbolizes the purpose of wandering in the desert, 
as the people at last reaches its home. On the 
other hand, entry into the Land of Israel is only the 
beginning of a long path, strewn with setbacks on the 
way to political independence.4

As they settled the Land of Israel, Am Yisrael no longer 
enjoyed the supernatural sustenance of the manna, nor 
the security of God’s pillar of cloud and fire. They were 
now tasked with establishing independent sovereignty, 
and providing their own sustenance and protection. 

4 Eliezer Schweid, The Jewish Experience of Time: Philosophical Dimensions of the Jewish Holy 
Days (Northvale, NJ: 2000), pg. 285.

The adolescent existence of the desert had transitioned 
into maturity, and with that came the hardships of self-
responsibility.

The historical symbolism of settling Eress Yisrael has 
repeated itself in the last seventy years, following the 
establishment of Medinat Yisrael. The dream of settling the 
Land of Israel has led way to a national maturity. Building 
an economy from scratch, enlisting young men in the army 
and the daily threat and circumstances of terror has built a 
counter-cultural reality in modern-day Israel. 

Joseph Epstein lamented the loss of the positive aspects 
of a mature society. He yearned for “a more articulated 
sense of the ebb and flow, the ups and downs of life,” 
and dreamt of the values of “a clear and fit conception of 
reality.” Am Yisrael’s historical settlement of Eress Yisrael and 
its current establishment of Medinat Yisrael may yet provide 
the necessary counter-perspective for a society in sore need 
of maturity.

Rabbi Harari is the Rabbi of 
Congregation Shaare Shalom in 
Brooklyn, NY and is Judaic Studies 
teacher in Yeshivah of Flatbush 
Joel Braverman High School.

Israel @ 70
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Pesah, Zionism and the State of Israel: 
Three Sephardic Viewpoints
Rabbi Daniel Bouskila

Israel @ 70

“This year we are here, next year in the Land 
of Israel. This year we are still slaves, next 
year may we be a free people.” This text, as it 

appears in most versions of the Passover Haggadah, was read 
by millions of Jews worldwide at the Seder.

In the Sephardic version, the second line is slightly 
different. It reads, “This year we are still slaves here in 
exile, next year may we be a free people in the Land of 
Israel.”

Given the emphasis on “exile vs. 
Israel” in the Sephardic version, how 
did Sephardic rabbis in post-1948 
Israel understand the Haggadah in 
light of the newly declared Jewish 
State? 

In a pre-Pesah address in April 
1949, Rabbi Ben-Sion Meir Hai 
Uziel, who was born in Jerusalem 
and served as Sephardic Chief Rabbi 
under the Ottoman and the British, 
recognized the paradox of saying we 
are still slaves in exile. Just 11 months 
earlier, on May 14, 1948, he was “in 
the room where it happened” when 
Ben-Gurion said, “We hereby declare 
the establishment of a Jewish state 
in Eretz-Yisrael, to be known as the 
State of Israel.”

Now as the Sephardic Chief Rabbi 
of the first Jewish State in close to 2000 years, Rabbi Uziel 
said: “Throughout our lengthy exile, Passover infused us 
with the hope to be redeemed in our ancestral homeland. By 
the grace of God and the Israeli military, we are now happy 
to say: This year we are a free people in the Land of Israel.” 

By mimicking the Haggadah’s language to reflect the 
Jewish people’s new reality, Rabbi Uziel – while never saying 

so directly -- seemed to infer that the change in the Jewish 
people’s status warranted a change in the Haggadah’s text. 

Rabbi Uziel’s successor to the Sephardic Chief Rabbinate 
was Rabbi Yishak Nissim.

In 1958, Rabbi Nissim called Pesah “the holiday that most 
deeply preserved the connection between the Jewish people 
and the Land of Israel.” He proclaimed the modern State of 
Israel as “the beginning of our redemption,” but said that we 
have “yet to cross the sea into complete freedom.” Different 

than Rabbi Uziel’s idealistic Israel of 
1949, by 1958, Israel was a deeply 
divided society, especially along 
Sephardi-Ashkenazi ethnic lines. 
Given this reality, Rabbi Nissim used 
the metaphor of God “tearing apart” 
(‘kara’ in Hebrew) the sea, saying 
“we cannot declare ourselves a fully 
free people on Passover until we ‘tear 
apart’ all of these divisions in our 
midst.”

In 1973, Rabbi Ovadia Yosef 
replaced Rabbi Nissim as Israel’s 
new Sephardic Chief Rabbi. By 
then a renowned scholar of halakha 
(Jewish law), Rabbi Yosef counted 
amongst his many published books 
a detailed commentary to the 
Passover Haggadah titled “Hazon 
Ovadia.” Where did Zionism and the 
State of Israel fit into Rabbi Yosef’s 

commentary?

Reflecting upon the stanza in Dayyenu that states “Had 
God given us the Torah but not brought us into the Land of 
Israel, that would have been enough,” Rabbi Yosef writes: 

“These words are directed against the secular Zionists 
who think you can build the Land of Israel without the 
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Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, Sephardi Chief Rabbi 
of Israel,1973-1983



Torah of Israel. The Torah precedes the Land of Israel in 
importance, because the Land of Israel without Torah is no 
better than living in the diaspora. Indeed, it is preferable to 
stay in the diaspora as an observant Jew rather than angering 
God by living a secular lifestyle in the Land of Israel.” 

As we transition from Pesah into Israel’s 70th 
Anniversary, Israel’s first three Sephardic Chief Rabbis 
inspire a new set of “four questions”: Are those of us living 
in exile still in slavery? Does Jewish independence in Israel 
automatically mean Jewish emancipation? Is a polarized Israel 
a true expression of freedom? Can secularism and religiosity 
coexist in a Jewish State?

Perhaps we should have another Seder on Yom Ha’aamaut, 
where, in addition to celebrating the great miracle of Israel, 
we could contemplate these important questions about Israel 
inspired by our Sephardic Hakhamim.

Israel @ 70

Rabbi Bouskila is the Director 
of the Sephardic Educational 
Center (SEC), an international 
educational and cultural 
organization dedicated to 
educating and enlightening 
students, rabbis and community 

leaders about the importance of Classic 
Sephardic Judaism for today’s Jewish world. 
Whether at the SEC’s historic campus in the Old 
City of Jerusalem or in communities throughout 
the diaspora, Rabbi Bouskila’s programs with 
the SEC focus on teaching, translating and 
spreading the writings of Classic Sephardic 
Hakhamim, emphasizing their moderate halakhic 
approach, their embrace of modernity, and their 
tolerant philosophy of acceptance and unity. 
He is currently working on a major translation 
project of the writings of Hakham Ben-Sion Meir 
Hai Uziel z”l. You can reach Rabbi Bouskila at 
rdb@secjerusalem.org. 
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Rabbi Ben-Sion Meir Hai Uziel, Sephardi Chief Rabbi
1939 -1953

Rabbi Yitzhak Nissim, Sephardic Chief Rabbi of Israel 
1955-1972



Zionism: The return of the Jewish people 
to the land of Israel to found there 
a Jewish State
Rabbi Yosef Bitton

Israel @ 70

While the term "Zionism" was coined by Nathan 
Birnbaum in 1890, Rabbi Yehuda Bibas (1776-
1852) should be credited with the idea of   modern 

Zionism.  Rabbi Bibas was born in Gibraltar (an English 
colony). From his mother’s side, he was the grandson of the 
famous Moroccan rabbi Rabbenu Hayim ben Attar, the Or-
haHayim-haQadosh (1696-1743). His father belonged to the 
prestigious Bibas family, a family of Rabbanim, Dayanim and 
Shohatim in Tetuan, Spanish Morocco. Rabbi Bibas was for 
many years the Rabbi of the prominent and affluent Jewish 
community of Corfu, a beautiful island that today belongs 
to Greece.

Rabbi Bibas saw the opportunity for the Jewish people to 
have their own state as many countries in those years (1820-
1835) revolted against the ruling empires and thus gained 

their independence. Living in Corfu allowed Rabbi Bibas the 
privileged perspective of being a direct witness to the 
revolution of the Greeks against the Ottoman Empire and 
the victory that led to the creation of the independent Greek 
State. Israel, then called "Palestine", was also under the 
rule of the Ottoman Empire. Rabbi Bibas estimated in 1835 
that the Jews were able to gain their own independence, as 
the Ottoman Empire was increasingly weak politically and 
militarily. Rabbi Yehuda Bibas opined that: "The Jews must 
conquer the land of Israel militarily from the Turks, just as 
the Greeks conquered their own land from the Turks."

Rabbi Bibas traveled through Europe and North Africa 
visiting Turkey, the Balkans, Vienna, London, Germany, 
Hungary and Prague and many more Jewish communities. 
The main message he preached to all the Jews of the world 

was "TESHUBA," a call to return as a Nation to the land of 
Israel and founding a Jewish State.

Rabbi Bibas gave a broader meaning to the term Teshuba. 
Literally "Teshuba" means "return." But beyond the 
conventional meaning of the return of the Jewish individual 
to God. In the Tora  we find the idea of   "Teshuba / return" 
primarily as the return of the Jewish people to the land of 
Israel.

In Debarim, 30:1-11 the concept of Teshuba is mentioned 
eight times. First as “collective repentance," followed by a 
national "reconciliation" with HaShem. Then Teshuba defines 
the form that HaShem will "return" the Jewish people to 
their land. Just as the exile in the previous chapter (Debarim 
29) was the result of the Jews abandoning HaShem, the 

return to the land of Israel is presented as the result of the 
reconciliation between Am Israel and HaShem, our God.

Rabbi Bibas explained that by dwelling in the Diaspora: 
"We are turning our backs on HaShem (the opposite of 
"teshuba", i.e., "facing" HaShem.), as our rabbis explained: 
“A Jew living outside Israel is like a Jew without God.” And 
why are we living in exile? In order to seek our sustenance? 
Did not the Tora say that the land of Israel is a land that 
HaShem constantly monitors, a land in which bread will 
not be eaten with poverty, is it not a land that will not lack 
anything? Day, after when eating a meal with bread, we 
thank HaShem for the land of abundance, Israel that He has 
granted us... 

Rabbi Yehuda Alqalay (1798-1878) put the ideas of Rabbi 
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Yehuda Bibas to writing. Unlike Rabbi Bibas, who did not 
get to publish his ideas (or his books did not reach us ) Rabbi 
Alqalay was a prolific writer. Like Rabbi Bibas, Rab Alqalay 
did not conceive the return of the people of Israel to Israel 
as a solution to the eternal problem of anti-Semitism, but 
essentially as a way of fulfilling the Jewish aspiration for 
political normalization: that is, the Jewish people, living in 
its land, Israel, ruled by its law, the Tora. 

Both rabbis, Rabbi Bibas and Rabbi Alqalay understood 
that the people of Israel did not need to wait passively for the 
arrival of the Mashiah to realize this aspiration. Rather, we 
should actively seek the re-establishment of an independent 
Jewish State in the land of our ancestors as a way of advancing 
and facilitating the arrival of the Mashiah.

Rabbi Alqalay, inspired by Rabbi Bibas, formulated his 
plan and ideas for the restoration of the Jews in Israel in his 
book "Goral laHaShem", published in Vienna in 1857. In 
this book Rabbi Alkalay designed a comprehensive plan with 
the religious foundations and the practical steps to bring to 
fruition a national “TESHUBA": The return of the Jewish 

nation to Israel. The book was published in three different 
editions and translated into many languages, including 
English.

Rabbi Bibas, Rabbi Alqalay and many other Sephardic 
rabbis and numberless Sephardic community leaders during 
the 19 and 20 century contributed enormously to the 
establishment of the State of Israel. As we celebrate the 70 
years of our beloved Medinat Yisrael, we should remember 
and appreciate their incredible efforts, and thank Bore Olam 
with prayers of Halhel and gratitude for the miracles and 
wonders He did and does to us.

Rabbi Bitton is an author of several 
books including Forgotten Giants 
(Gefen Publishing House, 2017) 
which chronicles the remarkable 
lives and accomplishments of 
many Sephardic Hakhamim. He 
currently serves as the Rabbi of 

Congregation Bet Shaul U’miriam in Manhattan 
Beach, Brooklyn.
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אפשר לראות שכמו שבפרשייה של הארץ, ששם נאמרה המילה 'ארץ' שבע 
פעמים כמילה מנחה, כך גם כאן בפרשייה של ארץ מצרים, נאמרה המילה 
'ארץ' שבע פעמים כמילה מנחה. כלומר יש כאן השוואה ישירה בין ארץ 

ישראל לארץ מצרים.

בשביל לחיות בארץ ישראל אתה חייב להתפלל לה' בשביל גשם, ובלי גשם 
הסיבה  היא  בארץ  בחר  לכך שה'  הסיבות  אחת  כלומר  לחיות.  אפשר  אי 
שאנחנו מחויבים להתפלל אליו בשביל לחיות. לעומת זאת בארץ מצרים, 
אין כל סיבה להתפלל לה', מכיוון ששם אתה יכול להשקות את שדך מנהר 

הנילוס, בלי שום עזרה מלמעלה.

על פי אותו עיקרון נוכל להבין את הפסוק)בראשית יג', י'(: 

)י( וַּיִָּׂשא לֹוט ֶאת ֵעינָיו וַּיְַרא ֶאת 
ַמְׁשֶקה  כֻּלָּה  ּכִי  ַהּיְַרּדֵן  ּכִּכַר  ּכָל 
וְֶאת  ְסדֹם  ֶאת  יְקֹוָק  ַׁשֵחת  לְִפנֵי 
ִמְצַריִם  ּכְֶאֶרץ  יְקֹוָק  ּכְגַן  ֲעמָֹרה 

ּבֲֹאכָה צַֹער:

התורה משווה בין סדום לארץ מצרים 
וגן עדן, משום שבכל המקומות האלה 
אפשר לחיות בלי לחשוב בכלל על ה' 
אפשר  אלא  מוריד,  שהוא  הגשם  ועל 
פשוט להשתמש בנהרות באותו מקום.

משום כך, לא מפתיע שבכל המקומות האלה נאמר שהיו חטאים:

גן עדן: חטא האדם הראשון.

סדום: "וְַאנְֵׁשי ְסדֹם רִָעים וְַחָּטִאים לַיקֹוָק ְמאֹד:" )בראשית יג', יג'(.

)ויקרא  ַתעֲׂשּו"  לֹא  ָּבּה  יְַׁשְבֶּתם  אֲֶׁשר  ִמצְַריִם  ֶארֶץ  "ּכְַמעֲֵׂשה  מצרים:  ארץ 
יח',ג'(.

מכל זה אנחנו רואים שארץ ישראל היא ההפך של ארץ מצרים והמדבר. 
אבל אם המדבר הוא ההפך של ארץ מצרים, איך זה הגיוני שארץ ישראל 

היא ההפך של שניהם?

התשובה לכך היא שארץ ישראל היא האידאל האמצעי, יעני, שביל הזהב בין 
שני הקצוות השליליים, שהם המדבר ומצרים. 

מן  ולחם  החלמיש  מן  מים  קיבלנו  שבו  המדבר,  כמו  לא  היא  אחד  מצד 
השמיים, ממש ההפך מהטבע המדברי. חיינו שם במדבר, היו תלויים בניסים, 

ועל חיים אלה התורה אומרת שהם היו: 'עינוי', ו 'ניסיון'. 

מצד שני ארץ ישראל היא לא כמו מצרים ששם אפשר לשכוח את ה' ולחיות 
חיים מנותקים ממנו, המצב במצרים היה מצב שמאפשר חיים של "איש 

הישר בעיניו יעשה". 

אלא הארץ שהבטיחנו ה', היא ארץ שמחייבת אותנו לעמול, לעבוד ולאכול 

את פרי ידנו בהיכר ממי מגיע כל הברכות האלה.

ומפני זה לעניות דעתי משה רבנו אמר לנו שלא בצדקתנו ויושר לבבנו ה' 
נתן לנו את הארץ:

ההבטחות לאבותינו של ארץ וצאצאים רבים כחול הים, הם לא סתם שכר, 
הנעלות  הדרגות  את  להשיג  בכדי  בהם  להשתמש  שעלינו  כלים  הם  אלא 

שהקב"ה דורש מאתנו.

כלומר שה' נותן לנו את הכלים האלה על תנאי שאנחנו נשתמש בהם בשביל 
להיטיב את העולם, אם נעשה כך, נמשיך לקבל את הזכות להיות השליחים 

של ה', ואם לא, נאבד את הסיכוי לכך והכלים יילקחו מאתנו.

***

ברוך ה', במשך חיי זכיתי לראות את 
היופי הטבעי של הארץ, זכיתי לראות 
וליהנות ממדברותיה, יערותיה, וימיה 
של הארץ, ובמקומות יפים ומדהימים. 
לי  שהתגלה  גדול  הכי  היופי  אבל 
בשנים  ראיתי  שלא  דבר  השנה, 
ישיבת  שתלמידי  איך  זה  קודמות, 
הדתית  החברה  ורוב  משה'  'ברכת 
הברכות  בכל  משתמשים  לאומית, 

שנתן לנו הקב"ה. 

בארצות הברית, ברוך ה', אין קשיי פרנסה לרוב האנשים, אבל אין לנו קשר 
אמיתי לאדמת אמריקה, ובוודאי שהקב"ה בירך את אמריקה, אנחנו נטע זר 

באדמתנו, וזה ממש קשה לחיות חיים רוחניים כשאנחנו טבועים בגשמיות.

עכשיו באמת, אני לא מרגיש כמו זר באמריקה, כי כל האמריקאים נחשבים 
כמהגרים באדמתם, ולא רק היהודים.

מאז  פה  חייתי  כאילו  שייך,  מרגיש  אני  ישראל,  לארץ  בא  כשאני  אבל 
ומעולם. אני מרגיש כחלק משרשרת הדורות, חלק מהמשימה הגדולה של 

אבותינו, להיות 'ממלכת כוהנים וגוי קדוש'.

ולארץ  הזה  הקדוש  לעם  מעשיי  את  להקדיש  להמשיך  אזכה  אינשאללה, 
הקדושה הזאת.

יום עצמאות שמח!

Mr. Franco was the 2016 Brooklyn 
College Salutatorian. He plans on 
attending medical school after 
completing a year of study in 
Yeshivat Birkat Moshe in Maale 
Adumim, Israel.
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בפרשת עקב נאמר )דברים ט', ה'-ו'(:

ּכִי  ַאְרָצם  ֶאת  לֶָרֶׁשת  ָבא  ַאָּתה  לְָבְבָך  ּוְביֶֹׁשר  ְבִצדְָקְתָך  לֹא  )ה(   
ְּבִרְׁשַעת ַהּגֹויִם ָהֵאּלֶה יְקֹוָק ֱאלֶֹהיָך מֹוִריָׁשם ִמָּפנֶיָך ּולְַמַען ָהִקים ֶאת 

ַהּדָָבר ֲאֶׁשר נְִׁשַּבע יְקֹוָק לֲַאבֶֹתיָך לְַאְבָרָהם לְיְִצָחק ּולְיֲַעקֹב:

)ו( וְיָדְַעָּת ּכִי לֹא ְבִצדְָקְתָך יְקֹוָק ֱאלֶֹהיָך נֵֹתן לְָך ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ַהּטֹוָבה 
ַהּזֹאת לְִרְׁשָּתּה ּכִי ַעם ְקֵׁשה עֶֹרף ָאָּתה:

ועל פסוקים אלה נשאלת השאלה, מדוע משה רבנו מדבר ככה לעם ישראל? 
אם מטרתו של משה היא לעודד את העם הנולד שהם יכנסו לארץ, מדוע הוא 
אמר שהארץ לא מגיעה להם? וכל זה אחרי שנים של שעבוד בארץ נוכרייה, 

וצער במדבר?

לעניות דעתי, וגם לדעת הרב אלחנן סמט, התשובה לשאלה זו קשורה לאופי 
של הארץ המובטחת. התורה אומרת לנו במקום אחר בפרשת עקב )דברים 

ח', ז'-י'(: 

)ה' אלהיך מביאך אל  ֶאֶרץ טֹוָבה  ֶאל  ְמִביֲאךָ  ֱאלֶֹהיךָ  יְקֹוָק  ּכִי 
הארץ(

ֶאֶרץ נֲַחלֵי ָמיִם עֲיָנֹת ּוְתהֹמֹת יְֹצִאים ַּבִּבְקעָה ּוָבָהר

ֶאֶרץ ִחָּטה ּוְׂשעָֹרה וְגֶפֶן ּוְתֵאנָה וְִרּמֹון 

ֶאֶרץ זֵית ֶׁשֶמן ּודְָבׁש

ֶאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר לֹא ְבִמְסּכֵנֻת ּתֹאכַל ָּבּה לֶֶחם

לֹא ֶתְחַסר ּכֹל ָּבּה ֶאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר ֲאָבנֶיָה ַבְרזֶל ּוֵמֲהָרֶריָה ַּתְחצֹב נְחֶֹׁשת

וְָאכַלְָּת וְָׂשָבעְָּת ּוֵבַרכְָּת ֶאת יְקֹוָק ֱאלֶֹהיךָ עַל ָהָאֶרץ ַהּטָֹבה ֲאֶׁשר 
נַָתן לָךְ )ה' אלהיך נתנה לך ואתה מברכו עליה(

שהחלק  ברור,  באופן  נראה  שבו  כיאסטי,  מבנה  כאן  שיש  לראות  אפשר 
הארץ,  אל  אותנו  להביא  כמו  לנו,  מביא  הדברים שה'  על  מדבר  הראשון 
ולהביא לנו נחלים, חיטה ושעורה. לעומת זאת החלק השני מדבר על הדברים 
שאנחנו הגורמים שלהם, כמו להפוך את החיטה והשעורה ללחם, ולהפוך את 

הברזל לנחושת, ולהפוך את הארץ, מסתם ארץ טובה, לארץ הטובה.

כלומר יש כאן קשר מיוחד בין האדם לאדמה, קשר שמבטא את אחריות 
ובתמורה האדמה  ולטפח אותה,  חייב לדאוג לאדמה  האדם לאדמה, האדם 

תעזור לאדם.

אולם, יש חסרון במצב הזה. החיסרון הוא שלעם ישראל יהיה כל כך טוב 
בארץ, שהוא יישכח מי הביא לו את כל הטוב הזה. ולכן מיד אחרי הפסוקים 

האלה התורה אומרת)פסוקים יא', יז'(:

ִמְצֹוָתיו  ְׁשמֹר  לְִבלְִּתי  ֱאלֶֹהיָך  יְקֹוָק  ֶאת  ִּתְׁשּכַח  ֶּפן  לְָך  ִהָּׁשֶמר  )יא( 
ּוִמְׁשָּפָטיו וְֻחּקָֹתיו ֲאֶׁשר ָאנֹכִי ְמַצּוְָך ַהּיֹום:

)יז( וְָאַמְרָּת ִּבלְָבֶבָך ּכִֹחי וְעֶֹצם יָדִי ָעָׂשה לִי ֶאת ַהַחיִל ַהּזֶה:

בניגוד לתיאור הנ"ל של ארץ ישראל, התורה מתארת לנו באופן אחר את 
תקופת המדבר)דברים ח', ב'-ג'(:

ַאְרָּבִעים  זֶה  ֱאלֶֹהיָך  יְקֹוָק  ֲאֶׁשר הֹולִיכֲָך  ַהּדֶֶרְך  ּכָל  ֶאת  וְזָכְַרָּת  )ב( 
ָׁשנָה ַּבִּמדְָּבר לְַמַען ַעּנְֹתָך לְנַּסְֹתָך לָדַַעת ֶאת ֲאֶׁשר ִּבלְָבְבָך ֲהִתְׁשמֹר 

ִמְצֹוָתיו ִאם לֹא:

)ג( וַיְַעּנְָך וַּיְַרִעֶבָך וַּיֲַאכִלְָך ֶאת ַהָּמן ֲאֶׁשר לֹא יָדְַעָּת וְלֹא יָדְעּון ֲאבֶֹתיָך 
לְַמַען הֹודִיֲעָך ּכִי לֹא ַעל ַהּלֶֶחם לְַבּדֹו יְִחיֶה ָהָאדָם ּכִי ַעל ּכָל מֹוָצא 

ִפי יְקֹוָק יְִחיֶה ָהָאדָם:

התורה אומרת לנו, שבשביל למנוע את המחשבה ש"כוחי ועוצם ידי עשה לי 
את החיל הזה", אנחנו מחויבים לזכור את כל מה שה' עשה לנו במדבר. 

אנחנו צריכים לדעת שכל מה שיש לנו ויהיה לנו, הכל זה רק בזכות ה'.

כלומר זיכרון ההליכה במדבר הוא התרופה העיקרית לסכנה הצפויה בארץ 
ישראל, דווקא בגלל טובתה של הארץ, והאפשרות להתעשר שם בכבוד.

לעומת זאת, בקצה השני, אנחנו רואים איך התורה מתארת את ארץ מצרים, 
כניגוד לארץ ישראל)דברים יא', ח'-יב'(:

)ח( ּוְׁשַמְרֶּתם ֶאת ּכָל ַהִּמְצוָה ֲאֶׁשר ָאנֹכִי ְמַצּוְָך ַהּיֹום לְַמַען ֶּתֶחזְקּו 
ּוָבאֶתם וִיִרְׁשֶּתם ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר ַאֶּתם עְֹבִרים ָׁשָּמה לְִרְׁשָּתּה:

)ט( ּולְַמַען ַּתֲאִריכּו יִָמים ַעל ָהֲאדָָמה ֲאֶׁשר נְִׁשַּבע יְקֹוָק לֲַאבֵֹתיכֶם 
לֵָתת לֶָהם ּולְזְַרָעם ֶאֶרץ זַָבת ָחלָב ּודְָבׁש:

)י( ּכִי ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר ַאָּתה ָבא ָׁשָּמה לְִרְׁשָּתּה לֹא כְֶאֶרץ ִמְצַריִם ִהוא 
ֲאֶׁשר יְָצאֶתם ִמָּׁשם ֲאֶׁשר ִּתזְַרע ֶאת זְַרֲעָך וְִהְׁשִקיָת ְבַרגְלְָך ּכְגַן ַהּיָָרק:

ָהִרים ּוְבָקעֹת  וְָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר ַאֶּתם עְֹבִרים ָׁשָּמה לְִרְׁשָּתּה ֶאֶרץ  )יא( 
לְִמַטר ַהָּׁשַמיִם ִּתְׁשֶּתה ָּמיִם:

)יב( ֶאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר יְקֹוָק ֱאלֶֹהיָך ּדֵֹרׁש אָֹתּה ָּתִמיד ֵעינֵי יְקֹוָק ֱאלֶֹהיָך ָּבּה 
ֵמֵרִׁשית ַהָּׁשנָה וְַעד ַאֲחִרית ָׁשנָה:
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An Exclusive Interview with 
Jerusalem Mayor Mr. Nir Barkat
Mr. Murray Mizrachi

We recently had the privilege of sitting with Mayor 
Nir Barkat- Jerusalem’s dynamic mayor. We asked 
him about some current events as well as his outlook 
for Jerusalem:

Murray Mizrachi (MM): What has been the most 
rewarding aspect of being mayor of Jerusalem?

Mayor Nir Barkat (MNB): Education in Jerusalem is one 
of my highest priorities, as I believe educating our children is 
key to the future. 

As Mayor of Jerusalem, I count all of Jerusalem's 283,000 
students as my children. Since taking 
office, I have retained the city's 
education portfolio for myself. The 
city's education system has undergone 
comprehensive reform since I 
began my term as Mayor. We have 
shuttered schools that underperform, 
and replicated high performing 
schools across the city. We have 
completely done away with zoning in 
the education system, so all schools 
need to ensure they are competitive 
and providing the highest level of 
education for our students. 

Murray Mizrachi (MM): What developments in Jerusalem 
over the next 10, 25 and 50 years are you most excited about? 

Mayor Nir Barkat (MNB): Jerusalem has undergone 
tremendous growth and is currently flourishing. All 
projections indicate that these trends will continue for 
decades to come. 

Jerusalem has been named by TIME Magazine as the world's 
number one emerging tech hub and has been identified as one 

of the top 25 tech cities in the world in 2016. This was before 
the acquisition of Jerusalem-based Mobileye by Intel for $15 
billion, the largest tech buyout in Israeli history.  The number 
of start-ups opening their doors in the capital has gone from 
250 to 600 in just a few short years. These companies are 
leveraging 3,000 years of investment in the Jerusalem brand.

We are investing heavily in the city's infrastructure to support 
this incredible growth. We are developing a business district at 
the entrance to the city, which will include 13 towers, many 
with 40 stories. The fast train to Tel Aviv and the new light 
rail lines opening in our city will make Jerusalem more 
accessible to residents, visitors, and investors from around 

the country and the world, further 
establishing Jerusalem's place as the 
capital of the start-up nation.

Murray Mizrachi (MM): What 
are some of the challenges you face 
in modernizing such a historic city 
while trying also to preserve its 
character?

Mayor Nir Barkat (MNB): 
Since its founding 3,000 years ago, 
Jerusalem's role in the world is to 

be a beacon of hope, openness, and 
inclusiveness for all. All people are shareholders in Jerusalem, 
and the city is only fulfilling its purpose if everyone feels a 
sense of belonging in our city. Because of this, Jerusalem is 
one of the most complex cities in the world. As I like to say, 
in Jerusalem, conflict is not a bug, it's a feature! As Mayor, it 
is my job to ensure that Jerusalem always remains open to all. 

Murray Mizrachi (MM): How can the city utilize some 
of the challenges of the Arab and Haredi communities as an 
opportunity? 
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Mayor Nir Barkat (MNB): When I came into office, I 
inherited some neglect in these areas by prior municipal 
governments. This neglect was not because of politics, but 
because of the mismanagement. 

We are short 3,800 classrooms in our city, which represents 
more than 100,000 students. This classroom shortage is split 
evenly between the Arab and ultra-Orthodox students. We 
are now starting to catch up; this year we opened dozens of 
new classrooms in East Jerusalem and in the ultra-Orthodox 
neighborhoods.

We've recently created an innovative, out-of-the-box financial 
model to address this classroom shortage on a larger scale. 
The Jerusalem Municipality launched a plan to construct 
1,000 new classrooms throughout the city, in which various 
financial bodies, led by Bank Leumi, will raise 1 billion NIS 
for the construction of the first batch of classrooms.

It is our utmost priority that all children of Jerusalem receive 
a proper education. We are doing everything we can to 
ensure that Jerusalem's children are able to greet the world 
with the tools they need to succeed.
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Eshel Parlor Meeting Hosted by Nancy and 
David Oved Honors Mrs. Ilana Alouf
Mrs. Miriam Tawil

On March 12th  a very special parlor meeting was 
held honoring Mrs. Ilana Alouf and benefiting 
American Friends of Eshel and the Midreshet Eshel 

Seminary in Jerusalem. Mrs. Alouf has been instrumental in 
creating and building the seminary from its inception until 
today.

The Sunday morning event was graciously hosted by 
Nancy and David Oved 
whose daughter Ester 
just returned from the 
program.

Taking out time from 
their busy schedules the 
leaders and builders of 
the community came out 
to show their support. 
Master of Ceremonies 
Harry Adjmi expertly 
conducted the morning 
with Keynote speaker 
Ricky Cohen addressing 
the crowd as well as Ezra 
Ashkenazi accepting the 
award for Communal Leadership.

Founded 9 years ago and located in the Old City of 
Jerusalem, Midreshet Eshel is the only post high school 
program for Sephardic girls. Over 200 graduates have come 
from Magen David, Flatbush, Hillel and Ilan as well as 
Europe, South America & South Africa. Whether for the full 
academic year or for one semester, students have been joining 
the seminary in increasing numbers with each passing year.  
Earning college credit while engaging in intensive learning 
both spiritually and personally "the experience" as it has come 
to be known is felt for many years after the students leave.

Courses in Tanakh, Sephardic Halacha, Jewish Philosophy 
and Healthy Communication are combined with weekly 
volunteering and touring to maximize students' personal 
and spiritual growth. Students leave the school prepared to 
take on their future roles in life as wives, mothers and active 
community members.

Midreshet Eshel is in the midst of an intensive capital 
campaign spearheaded 
by President of the 
Board Harold Shamah 
to purchase the building 
they have been renting for 
the past 7 years. This is a 
rare opportunity for the 
community to purchase 
a building of tremendous 
historical significance to 
service the young women 
of the community for many 
years to come 

A variety of dedications 
are available including an 
exterior Matriarch Wall 

honoring the women of our community as well as the Eshel 
Avraham Founding Fathers Tree.  For more information 
please contact Harold Shamah at hshamah@hisjuveniles.
com

Mrs. Tawil is the founder of 
Midreshet Esehl
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 L to R: David Oved, Harry Adjmi, Rabbi and Mrs. Alouf, 
Miriam Tawil, Nancy Oved
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Midreshet Eshel: Students Speak

“When I think of Midreshet Eshel I don’t just think 
of a seminary that I went to, I think of a life changing 
experience that turned me into a new and improved 
me. From religious growth, to character traits, to 
independence, Eshel honestly has it all. The teachers 
aren’t just your teachers anymore, they’re your mentors. 
People you know you can go to with anything and they’ll 
be there for you. The warm, supportive environment 
makes you feel like you can do it all, anything you want is 
in your reach and the staff at Eshel will always have your 
back and guide you in the right direction… I became the 
girl who loves learning and never skips a class, but with 
the amazing class options I feel as though even missing 
one class is like missing an opportunity that will give the 
tools I need for life in general. Just a few steps from the 
Kotel, is bound to have an effect on you. Whether it’s 
walking there to pray every day or just feeling inspired, 
the feeling is there. Having the opportunity to learn in 
Israel makes learning more than just opening up a book 
and reading, its learning and bringing our past to life, 
making the Torah seem so much more real and relatable. 
If we’re learning about Rachel Emenu, we go to her 
kever to learn it. That’s definitely not something you 
can do every day! Overall my experience at Eshel was 
that best thing that ever happened to me, and I’d do it a 
million times over if I could.”

Germaine Menahem
Hillel Yeshivah Graduate

“First off I’d like to mention the fact that I am from 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. This means two things: one, 
that my school year runs opposite of that of Israel and 
the US, and two, I did not know anyone who would 
be at the midrasha.  So during my summer vacation 
(which runs from December ‘till March), I spent three 
of the most amazing weeks of my life in the heart of 
Yerushalim, studying at a midrasha. Now, I had never 
studied in a Seminary-like environment before, so this 
was all new to me, nor did I know any of the girls who 
were at Eshel (keep in mind that they’ve been there 
for 6 months already and here I come landing out of 
practically nowhere) so I think it’s safe to say that this 
was a very fear inducing thought at first… 

Not only are the classes one better than the next, 
but the energy of the classes, the teachers and the 
girls are superb. Each teacher was incredible, they 
gave astonishing classes that left my mind boggled and 
wishing for more. I could never write fast enough! I'm 
happy to say that my notebook returned full of notes 
and wonderful teachings…All in all I would 100 % 
recommend this one of a kind experience to anyone, 
even if you don't know anyone or if you come from 
somewhere else from around the world”

Naama Michanie
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Here is what a few recent graduates had to say:

L to R: Harry Adjmi, Ezra Ashkenazi, Ricky Cohen

L to R Harold Shamah and Isaac Gindi



the holiest place in the world, learning for yourself, 
meeting new people, and making your own decisions. 
You make the decision of whether or not you want to 
do your own laundry, cook your own food, wake up 
early enough to pray before class, clean your room, 
keep your things safe, how you want to spend your 
scarce amount of money, where you want to spend 
your shabbat and of course choosing to going to class. 
It is a place where the independent factor comes in and 
forces you to be dependent on yourself. 

 Lastly, who doesn't want to live in the Old City? 
It is by far the most amazing place to live in. It is a 
minute walk from the Kotel and gives each girl the 
opportunity to go and pray there every single day. We 
live a minute away from the Rova, where we would 
hang out during our free time, pick up food and 
grocery shop weekly, and in for reason alone, I was 
able to learn how to be responsible with managing my 
own time and money. You can call it the Disney Land 
of Israel, always special things going on, especially 
on Hanukkah when you walk by each house and see 
so many beautiful menorot lit, a daily lighting by 
the Kotel and so much more. Living in the Old City 
added so much excitement and convenience to my 
experience, and I wouldn’t have wanted it any other 
way.”

Nicole Bibi
Magen David Yeshiva Graduate

“This year I was given the greatest opportunity of 
a lifetime; to go to Israel to study at Midreshet Eshel 
in the heart of the Old City for four months. If you ask 
my parents, I definitely had to hold up a fight for a few 
months, all the way up until August to get my way, 
but finally they realized my authenticity and passion 
for wanting to go, and hesitantly allowed me to go in 
September. I am going to go ahead and try and explain 
to you all how this experience has impacted my life 
in so many ways. In ways that are so unique that I 
wouldn’t be able to experience them in any other 
place as immensely.

After high school, for many girls it is a time when 
the confusion of life sets in. You ask yourself what do I 
want to do with my life, who are the people I want to 
be surrounded by and where do I want to see myself 
in a life without a high school routine? Basically the 
question is who am I? 

  Eshel is a place designed for growth, helping 
each girl to individually self-introspect, find herself 
and find what makes her most content in the areas of 
religion and connection to Hashem and Judaism. It 
allowed me to take in whatever I was learning, better 
understand it and decide for myself what I would do 
with the information relayed in class. Every class is 
designed to educate in ways that doesn’t just inspire 
but is taught in a way that helps implement lessons 
that can be transmitted into a lifestyle... you are on 
your own- traveling to a foreign country to live in 
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not gone to Israel. It made me appreciate keeping kosher 
and keeping Shabbat. Now I love doing those mitzvot 
where before sometimes it might’ve even felt like a 
burden. And G-d willing in the future, when my kids 
ask me why we keep kosher, or Shabbat, I won’t just say 
“because Hashem said so” I will actually have the answers 
for myself to be able to pass along to my children. I also 
gained a much greater connection to the state of Israel 
itself. Before I lived there I never really cared, it was 
always just fun to go on bar mitzvahs because I got out of 
school and got to spend time with my cousins. But now 
I really feel like a part of the people there and feel like 
I really do belong there. It’s just amazing, everything 
about it! The idea that everyone around is Jewish and 
on holidays, the whole city is closed down and everyone 
is celebrating with you. So just to sum it up, I really 
think most importantly I created a strong religious 
foundation for myself to hopefully keep building off of 
and improving as my life goes on.” 

Ester Oved
Yeshivah of Flatbush Graduate

“I wasn’t supposed to go to Israel but I’m my father's 
daughter and 2 days before everyone was leaving I 
decided I wanted to go. And so I went... and It was the 
best decision I ever made! I don’t regret it one single bit. 
It’s a once in a lifetime opportunity. Everything about 
it is just an experience that you would never get again 
in your life. From living with your friends, to living in 
Israel, to focusing the year (or semester) on yourself and 
your own personal growth. It’s unbelievable. I didn’t 
really know what I was getting into when I decided to 
go or why I was really going. But once I got there I found 
myself learning so many things about myself that I never 
even realized. For instance, I always was a religious Jew 
who kept kosher and was shomer Shabbat, but I never 
actually thought about why I did it. I always just did it 
because that’s what my parents did and that’s how I was 
raised. But while I was in Eshel, it made me stop for 
a minute and think about what I was doing, and find 
answers and reasons for myself as to why I actually do 
all these mitzvot that I had always been doing. It gave 
me such a better, deeper connection and relationship to 
Hashem that I don’t know if I ever would’ve gotten had I 

Miriam Tawil with recent graduates of Midreshet Eshel



In some respects, the genesis of my drive to promote 
Sepharadi values dates back to my childhood. Attending 
synagogue with my father, the rabbi's weekly sermon 

invariably elicited a response from him: “Poland this, 
Poland that, this Rov, that Rov… don’t get me wrong I’m 
sure these are all great rabbis – 
but maybe we should learn a little 
about our hakhamim?” noting the 
complete absence of any Sepharadi 
hakhamim in the rabbi’s speech. I 
am sure the first few times I heard 
my father’s response I brushed it 
off. It was not because I did not 
find it valid, but I did not yet fully 
internalize the significance of his 
statement.

I began to understand it the 
more I began interacting with 
Ashkenazim and realized how 
little I knew about my own 
culture. In many ways, we have 
been reduced to merely superficial 
music and food. The significant 
cultural values and intellectual 
achievements of the Sephardic 
world are ignored, many of which 
are more applicable today than 
ever. At the time, I could not 
even tell you about Hakham Ben-
Siyon Me’ir Hai ‘Uziel, the first 
Sepharadi Chief Rabbi of the State 
of Israel, but I had the realization: We learn more about 
Ashkenazi rabbanim than our own hakhamim.

In my teen years and early 20s, I began to devote a lot 
of time and effort to learning about Sepharadim. However, 

I wasn’t the only one who did not know about our own 
culture, it is a pervasive, community wide issue. I would 
ask my friends who were privileged to attend Sepharadi 
yeshibot growing up — “can you name at least 12 Sepharadi 
hakhamim (with a focus on halakha) from the last 300 

years?” Many could not even name 
five. Though I know this is not 
the case for everyone, I encourage 
you to list a few to yourself and 
even quiz your friends. It is an 
unfortunate fact, but this is 
the reality for many Sepharadi 
children and adults today.

I completely missed what 
my father was trying to teach 
me back then, that there needs 
to be an education reform. To 
reclaim the Sepharadi outlook of 
our predecessors and illustrate 
that we are so much more than 
a food and music culture. Some 
publications are strictly targeted 
to academics, others seek to 
provide weekly Tora insights but 
lack rigorous halakhic analysis, 
and there is a great need for so 
much more. Readers are totally 
unaware of the rich, balanced, 
and deeply textured literature in 
Jewish-Arab history that exists for 
both the scholarly reader and the 

educated public. How many mass publications celebrate 
our hakhamim and their outlook and interpretation of 
halakha? Our many varied cultures and histories? Our 
music traditions and arts? In the years since my childhood, 
awareness of Sephardic issues has increased significantly. 
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Mr. Isaac Choua

SEPHARDIC VALUES

Kehila Kedosha Janina Synagogue



On social media, groups abound on topics ranging from 
Judeo-Arabic dialects, Western Sephardic traditions, to 
halakha, piyyutim, and more. There is an obvious thirst for 
a glimpse into the INTELLECTUAL life of our ancestors. 

We need to quench that thirst with a dynamic and diverse 
collection of works on our rich histories and traditions, 
to both celebrate and preserve our fantastic culture. By 
providing biographies of Sephardic hakhamim and their 
ideas, analysis of Sephardic books and responsa, and articles 
discussing the Sephardic tradition, we will restore the 
Sephardic perspective and highlight the relevance it has for 
us in the modern world. “Sephardic culture and leadership 
has reached a critical point,” where we are “losing our sense 
of self ” and our “rich cultural heritage.” We need return 
to our “roots and from them create an old-new Sepharadi 
paradigm.” My hope is to provide the resource my father 
never had — the resource I wish I had growing up. 

This article was adapted from the original published at 
haSepharadi.com.

Mr. Choua is the founder and 
Editor-In-Chief at haSepharadi.
com. A platform to perpetuate 
continuity of authentic pan-
Sephardic thought and practice, 
cultivate pride in our unique 
identities, and celebrate our 

histories and achievements. Isaac is a Master's 
Student in Medieval Jewish History with a 
concentration on pan-Sepharadi Studies at 
Yeshiva University’s Bernard Revel Graduate 
School. He is also the Associate Museum Curator 
at the Kehila Kedosha Janina Synagogue and 
Museum. He is currently working on the reprinting 
of the 1527 Aleppo Haggada with a colleague, 
aiming to translate the entire text into Judeo-
Arabic. He is also in the primary stages of 
launching ‘Sepharadi Visionaries’ card series, a 
full set of cards each depicting an individual 
Sepharadi icon that has been forgotten to 
history. He was recently awarded The American 
Sephardi Federation’s Broome and Allen 2018 
Fellowship in recognition of his academic 
accomplishments.

“The significant cultural values and intellectual achievements
 of the Sephardic world are ignored, many of which are more 

applicable today than ever. ”
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I know for certain that there is a God that is all loving and 
intimately involved in my life. I know for certain that if 
I play by the rules, he is leading me exactly where I need 

to go. Then, why all the worry? Why all the pessimism? 
What is all the anxiety about?

Rabbi Akiva Tatz and Rabbi David Aaron give profound 
and satisfying explanations. To get to the answer we must 
consider creation. Rabbi Aaron chooses to tackle the 
grandest question of all; why did Hashem create the world? 
He goes on to ask, if Hashem is Perfect, isn’t that a glaring 
fault? He is incapable of experiencing the satisfaction one 
feels by overcoming challenges and fulfilling one’s potential. 

He answers that one of the reasons humanity was created 
was to allow Him the vicarious elation of watching us fulfill 
our potential. By withdrawing His essence (tzimtsum) from 
whatever was before, humanity is free to chart its course; to 
reap the rewards of its accomplishments and struggle with 
the pain caused by its failures; on an individual and national 
level.

The challenge couldn’t be more significant; to connect 
the spark of our neshama back to its source. It’s as if Hashem 
is playing a cosmic game of hide and seek with Himself. He 
is hidden within us and we within Him. As the Shemah’s 
deeper meaning implies, we are all one; there is nothing 
other than Hashem. 

Rabbi Tatz explains that in the beginning the task was 
straightforward. G-d’s essence was clearly visible. There 
was only one challenge to withstand. Adam and Chava 

were warned not to “eat from the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil.” On the simple level we envision a succulent fruit 
being bitten. On a deeper level it is taught that Adam is 
raising the bar, to prove the strength of his devotion. With 
this act, evil, which until then was non existent, entered 
the mix. The line between good and it’s counterpart was 
blurred. Adam chose to cloud his vision; he was certain he 
was up for the challenge. History has proven him dreadfully 
wrong. 

The confusion is clearly apparent after the sin. Adam and 
Chava think they can hide from Hashem! It is an axiom in 
Judaism that Hashem treats us measure for measure based 
on our actions; He responds by asking “where are you” 

pretending not to see. And then again playing His part He 
asks “hamin haetz achalta”; did you eat from the tree?

A remarkable insight is drawn from this phrase. The 
essence of a word in the Torah is best seen by recording 
where it is first used. The letters of hamin (a questioning 
word signifying doubt) and Haman, are identical (המן). 
Haman is a descendant of Amalek. One of the gravest sins of 
Amalek’s attack was that it engendered doubt in our nation’s 
invincibility. In fact the gematria of Amalek and that of safek, 
doubt, are equivalent. The correlation is clear. At the very 
point where doubt enters the world our fiercest enemies are 
foreshadowed. The message is unambiguous; doubt is our 
greatest adversary.

We call it the evil inclination, however it is just as much 
a part of Hashem as the rest of creation. It is a weight we 
have to lift to strengthen our connection. By utilizing our 

“... if Hashem is Perfect, isn’t that a glaring fault?”
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God is intimately involved in this world are approaching. 

I know it sounds trite. That is the problem. The idea 
of such a world with an ultimate redemption has become 
so foreign that the words sound strange; yet as Rambam 
teaches, these principles are at the root of Judaism.  Fully 
realized, they are profoundly comforting and extinguish all 
doubt.  Knowing the end game is rigged we are fortified 
with an optimism to persevere, assured that if we faithfully 
keep running we will find our way back to the blissful 
beginning where we first lost our way. 

Mr. Shamah is a community 
businessman with a passion for 
Jewish Philosophy. He has authored 
“Journal to the Soul; A Compilation 
Of Knowledge in Support of Jewish 
Faith”, available for free download 
at www.journaltothesoul.com. He 

hosts gratis private discussion groups on the 
topic to any and all who are interested. To 
schedule an evening gathering please email 
hshamah@journaltothesoul.com. 

ability to lift that weight we experience the ultimate sense of 
satisfaction. As we separate ourselves from worry, fear, and 
anxiety, and embrace its counterparts of courage, gratitude, 
and optimism, we are bonding with Hashem. As we bond 
with Hashem, we discover our power and allow blessings to 
flow. Armed with this knowledge, when anxiety attacks, 
we can relish the opportunity to conquer the enemy and 
move on to the Promised Land.  

Pun intended. Exodus, Hanukkah, Purim, 1948, 1967; 
are the modern day miracles any less impressive than those 
in ancient history? Okay, we have not seen splitting seas, 
but the days of open miracles are gone.  We are modern day 
witnesses to God’s fulfillment of His commitment never to 
abandon us. We have had, at times, a tortured history (we 
will leave that explanation for another article) yet through 
it all, a number of fervent loyal servants remained steadfast. 
When doubt could have easily overwhelmed them, they 
remained committed. 

In their merit we returned to our homeland after 2000 
years. An unprecedented event in all of human history. 
Now, we must carry on. The days when peace prevails and 
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The following series examines the 13 principles of 
Judaism formulated by Maimonides.  The full text of all 13 
principles can be found in Maimonides commentary to the 
Mishnah, in his introduction to the 10th chapter of Maskhet 
Sanhedrin - Pereq Heleq, which discusses Olam Habah. This 
article will focus on the final four principles- God is all 
Knowing and Reward and retribution, The Messiah and 
Resurrection of the Dead.

1. The existence of the Creator

2. G-d's absolute and unparalleled unity

3. G-d's noncorporeality 

4. G-d's eternity.

5. The exclusive worship of G-d

6. The existence of prophecy

7. The unique prophecy of Moses

8. The divine origin of the Torah

9. The immutability of the Torah & Misvot

10. God is all Knowing 

11. Reward and retribution

12. The Messiah and the messianic era

13. The Resurrection of the dead

Principle 10: God is all Knowning

היסוד העשירי 

כי הוא הש"י יודע מעשיהם של בני אדם ואינו מעלים עינו מהם לא כדעת 

מי שאמר עזב ה' את הארץ אלא כמו שנאמר )ירמיה לב( גדול העצה ורב 

העליליה אשר עיניך פקוחות על כל דרכי בני אדם וגו' וירא ה' כי רבה רעת 

האדם בארץ וגו' )בראשית ו( ונאמר זעקת סדום ועמורה כי רבה )שם יח( 

Jewish Philosophy

זהו מורה על היסוד העשירי הזה:

The tenth principle highlights that not only did God 
create the world, but that He remains actively involved. 
Accordingly, God knows and cares about the actions of man. 
After creation, the Bible tells us that God was still involved 
in the world and specifically with humanity. Maimonides 
brings verses from the story of Sodom and explicit statements 
from Jeremiah to back up the point.

Principle 11: Reward and retribution

היסוד אחד עשר 

כי הוא הש"י נותן שכר למי שעושה מצות התורה ויעניש למי שעובר על 

אזהרותיה וכי השכר הגדול העולם הבא והעונש החזק הכרת וכבר אמרנו 

בזה הענין מה שיספיק והמקרא המורה על היסוד הזה מה שנא' )שמות לב( 

ועתה אם תשא חטאתם ואם אין מחני נא והשיב לו הש"י מי אשר חטא לי 

אמחנו מספרי ראיה שיודע העובר והחוטא לתת שכר לזה ועונש לזה:

The previous principle leads into the eleventh principle 
of reward and punishment. Having already established 
that God remains and active partner in creation, the Bible 
established that humanity is held accountable for its actions. 

Principle 12 & 13: The Messiah and resurrection of 
the dead

היסוד שנים עשר 

ימות המשיח והוא להאמין ולאמת שיבא ולא יחשב שיתאחר אם יתמהמה 

חכה לו ולא ישים לו זמן ולא יעשה. לו סברות במקראות להוציא זמן ביאתו 

וחכמים אומרים )סנהדרין צז:ע"ש( תפח רוחן של מחשבי קצין ושיאמין 

שיהיה לו יתרון ומעלה וכבוד על כל המלכים שהיו מעולם כפי מה שנבאו 

עליו כל הנביאים ממשה רבינו ע"ה עד מלאכי ע"ה ומי שהסתפק בו או 

נתמעט אצלו מעלתו כפר בתורה שיעד בו בתורה בפירוש בפרשת בלעם 
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Maimonides 13 Principles: The Final Four
Rabbi Harold Sutton, Mr. Murray Mizrachi

“God knows and cares about the actions of man.”



Jewish Philosophy

דוד  מבית  אלא  לישראל  מלך  שאין  זה  יסוד  ומכלל  נצבים  אתם  ופרשת 

ומזרע שלמה בלבד וכל החולק על המשפחה הזאת כפר בשם הש"י ובדברי 

נביאיו: 

היסוד שלשה עשר 

תחיית המתים וכבר בארנוה

In the final principles, Maimonides concludes with the 
redemption and the resurrection of the Dead. On the latter 
point Maiminoides writes and entire Teshubah. The Messinic 
Era is a result of an all knowing God (Principle 10) and a 
God that will hold humanity accountable (Principle 11) it is 

an ultimate salvation of the righteous- The Jewish people.  
While many other rabbis emphasized the supernatural 
element of the Messiah and messianic age, Maimonides here 
and elsewhere maintained that the Messiah would arrive 

through a gradual process and would be a righteous person 
of flesh and blood. In contradistinction to pagans or modern 
historians who see history as merely  cycles of more or less 
random patterns, Maimonides believed that humanity and 
specifically the Jewish people experience a progression over 
time which would end with a messianic redemption. As we 
celebrate 70 years of the Modern State of Israel, we look 
forward to meriting a complete salvation as predicted by the 
Prophets and anticipated by Maimonides. 
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“... Maimonides here and elsewhere maintained that the 
Messiah would arrive through a gradual process and would

 be a righteous person of flesh and blood.”
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member Mr. Ricky Novick for spearheading the entire effort 
as well as SCA executive director Mr. Murray Mizrachi.

We would also would like to thank all the educators who 
participated:

Stay tuned for more engaging programing in the near future 
and follow us on our social media outlets @SCA_Updates.

Mr. Dweck is the Marketing Director 
of the SCA and is currently 
majoring in film at NYU Tisch.

On Monday March 19th, The SCA Powered a "Yom 
Iyyun" (Day of Learning) at Beth Torah, in preparation for 
Pesah. Many rabbis, educators and community members gave 
classes on a wide range of topics related to Pesah, for different 
age groups and audiences. The variety of participants and 
educators brought together several SCA affiliates for a day 
of Torah study.

The highlight of the day was an evening panel discussion 
with Rabbi Ricky and Esther Hidary, Rabbi Avi and Zahava 
Harari and Rabbi Joseph and Yvette Beyda. The session was 
moderated by SCA executive committee member- Mr. Sam 
E. Haddad. Over 100 couples attended the panel to hear 
insights on important issues and concepts related to Pesah 
such as: Ideas on keeping children engaged at the Seder, the 
importance of finding meaning in rituals, defining freedom 
and the origins of Afiqomin. During the discussion, many non 
Pesah subjects were discussed as well such financial pressures, 
partnering with our schools, balancing work and family- and 
even fire safety came up. The full discussion was recorded and 
can be found on the homepage of the SCA: SCAUpdates.org.

The program would not have been possible without the 
help of the Congregation Beth Torah community including 
Rabbi Aryeh Azancot, Mr. Solly Haber, and Mr. Judah 
Cattan. A special thank you to SCA executive committee 
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SCA Yom Iyun at Congregation Beth Torah
Mr. Victor Dweck

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Rabbi Y. A. Azancot
Mr. Abe Betesh
Rabbi Joseph Beyda
Mrs. Yvette Beyda 
Mr. Ricky Cohen
Rabbi Nathan Dweck
Mr. Sam Haddad
Rabbi Avi Harari
Mrs. Zahava Harari

Rabbi Ricky Hidary
Mrs. Esther Hidary 
Rabbi Daniel Kahana
Rabbi Ely Matalon
Rabbi Joey M. Mizrachi
Mrs. Gitta Neufeld 
Rabbi David Shelby
Rabbi Ikey Tawil
Rabbi Richard Tobias

To have your questions answered by a 
community Rabbi, please send all inquiries to

Qahalnewsletter@gmail.com 
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                   Yom 
                           at Congregation Beth Torah יום
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FROM THE ARCHIVES



31
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Brooklyn, NY 11230


