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Qol Ha-qahal Mission
To promote Torah throughout our community

by providing a platform for our rabbis, lay members, students and institutions.

Please contact QahalNewsletter@gmail.com to 
have this publication delivered to your organization. 

Previous issues are now available online at
www.SCAupdates.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Reader,

On behalf of the Sephardic Community Alliance and Qol 
Ha-Qahal, we thank you for your readership and patronage.  
We appreciate and would like to thank all of our vendors, 
partners, contractors and educators who without them this 
could not be possible. A special thank you is in order for Mrs. 
Mollie Haber, our women’s learning program coordinator 
who has been responsible for over 300 classes this past year.  
We strive to deliver you the most interesting and thought 
provoking content possible. We welcome feedback and 
submissions to qahalnewsletter@gmail.com.

Please be sure to check our upcoming calendar and attend 
events that interest you.  Our website SCAUpdates.org 
and social media outlets are always the best place to get the 
latest information. From unique speakers to ongoing classes, 
there is something for everyone. Our focus is to propel our 
values forward by inspiring our next generation through 
relevant programming. To that end, the SCA is committed to 
developing, enabling 
and facilitating growth 
in our community 
and is guided by your 
suggestions.

We were recently introduced to Innovation:Africa, an 
NPO that uses brilliantly efficient Israeli technology and 
philanthropic spirit, to provide energy and basic resources to 
people in seven different countries across the continent. All 
done in the name of the State of Israel. As we celebrate Yom 
Ha’asmaut, and the redemption of our Nation, we appreciate 
the leadership of Israel in spearheading Tiqun Olam around the 
globe.  On April 1st, we were able to host a well-attended, 
inspiring evening in partnership with Congregation Beth 
Torah.  If you missed the event, you can view the presentation 
on SCAUpdates.org.

People have asked - When our community schools and 
social services are in such desperate need, why would we 
publicize a non-profit in Africa?  Our answer is “En Zibbur 
‘Ani”. When we exercise generosity and altruism, there is 
enough for all.  Unquestionably, our priorities should always 
be at home, but the obligation of Darkei Shalom (peaceful 

relationships) and Kiddush Hashem are also important 
Jewish values.  We have an inbred concern for humanity, 
the impoverished and the unfortunate.  Innovation:Africa 
undoubtedly raises the standing of the State of Israel in the 
eyes of the nations, builds diplomatic relations, demonstrates 
Jewish values, immeasurably improved the lives of tens 
of thousands of people, saving thousands from starvation 
and disease. An address from founder Sivan Ya’ari, an 
accomplished humanitarian, successful business women and 
mother, was an opportunity too valuable to pass up.

On another front, this past week our ILEAD pioneers 
reunited to demonstrate their leadership and problem 
solving skills.  Lead by Richie Chalme’ and Israeli Director 
Shilo Pessler our graduates met with Eric Goldstein, the 
current Chief Executive Officer of our valued partner, UJA/
Federation of NY.  The UJA has been a major funder of ILEAD 
programing for the past few years.   We were able to discuss big 
picture community building issues with Mr. Goldstein, who 
himself is a talented and inspiring leader with yirat shamayim.  

His dedication to Am 
Yisrael is gargantuan.  
We wish him much 
continued success.

The SCA is the community’s platform. What can the 
SCA be doing for you? How would you like to see your 
community’s resources at work?  What are the issues that are 
most important to you?  Help us focus our lens more clearly 
to your needs.  Our sights are set on insuring the emerging 
generations of young adults and young professionals so that 
they have the tools to journey forward.    

Hag Sameah,

Hymie Shamah

Mr. Shamah is the current President 
of the SCA and former President of 
Congregation Beth Torah.

“ The SCA is the community’s platform.”



ֱאלֶֹה-יָך,  ה’  ְצָך  יְַקֶבּ ם,  ִמָשּׁ ָמיִם  ַהָשּׁ ְקֵצה  ִבּ ֲחָך,  נִדַּ אם-יְִהיֶה 

ר-יְָרׁשּו ֲאבֶֹתיָך  ֶחָך. וֱֶהִביֲאָך ה’ ֱאלֶֹהיָך, ֶאל-ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶשׁ ם, יִָקּ ּוִמָשּׁ

ָך, ֵמֲאבֶֹתיָך ּה; וְֵהיִטְבָך וְִהְרְבּ ָתּ וִיִרְשׁ

  דברים ל’ 4

The Tora speaks of reward and punishment for the 
mitsvot we do or fail to do. There are penalties 
established for individuals and collective 

punishments, which affect the entire Jewish people. 
The most severe collective punishment that the Tora 
stipulates for the rebellion of Israel is “exile”. So says, for 
example, Debarim 28: 64-65 “And then [if Israel abandons 
my Tora] HaShem will scatter you among all the nations, from 
one end of the earth to the other …. among those nations 
you will not find peace or a resting place … You will live in 
constant suspense, filled with dread both night and day, never 
sure of your life … ”.

But just as the Tora predicted the rebellion of Am 
Israel and the horrors of the exile, it also predicted 
the reconciliation and the return of Israel to their land 
(qibbuts galuiyot).

In chapter 30 of the book of Debarim this process is 
explicitly described. Let’s analyze it verse by verse.

In the previous chapter, as we said, the Tora states 
that if the people of Israel leave the Tora they will be 
taken into exile and live oppressed and persecuted by 
the nations. Now, the Tora says that a new thought will 
awake within the Jew.

30:1 “And when all these [bad] things will happen to 
you (= exile, persecution, suffering) … and you would 
reflect in your heart, while you are among the nations 
where HaShem your God has led you … ”. 

This pasuq describes the beginning of Teshuba, our 
return to HaShem. This reconciliation begins with us. 
First, with a new way of thinking. Understanding that all 
the suffering, the bad things that happened to the nation 
of Israel, was predicted by the Tora thousands of years 
ago. Thereore, and this is the “new” thinking, if leaving 
HaShem has caused all this suffering, if we return to Him, 
our exile and tribulations will end. This thought should 
awake a feeling: feeling closer to Hashem, realizing that 
He loves us as a father loves his children.

This is what the next pasuq says:

30:2 “And then you would come closer to HaShem your 
God and obey his voice,  all I’m commanding you this 
day, you and your children, with all your heart and with 
all your soul.” 

These thoughts and feelings must be translated into 
actions: observing the Tora, our covenant with HaShem. 
In a way, by observing the mitzvot the individual Jew 
is “resetting” the dormant covenant with HaShem, 
reactivating it.”

Once we take the first step, it is the turn of HaShem. 
The greatest miracle is about to be detailed:

30:3 “And then [when this happens] HaShem your God 
will bring you back from among the captives (= the Jews 
who were exiled among all the nations of the earth), and 
He will have compassion on you, and He will gather 
you from all the peoples where HaShem your God has 
scattered you.”

HaShem’s response to our Teshuba is qibbuts galuiyot, 
ending our exile, bringing us back from all the nations of 
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What do we celebrate on Yom Ha’asmaut?
Rabbi Yosef Bitton
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the earth to our own land.

Thus says the following pasuq:

30:4 “Even if you have been banished to the most distant 
land under the heavens,  from there HaShem your God 
will gather you and bring you back  [to your land].”

No matter how far we are. HaShem will bring us back 
from exile and will take us back:

30: 5 “HaShem your God will bring you into the land 
which your fathers possessed, and you will take possession 
of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous 
than your ancestors.”

The process of returning to the land of Israel is 

taking place today. More and more Jews return to the 
land that Hashem granted to our parents. Israel is a very 
prosperous country, more prosperous than ever, and the 
number of Yehudim living there has never been higher. 
No doubt there is still much to do and improve, but the 
fact is that our collective reconciliation but HaShem has 
begun. We are probably the most privileged generation 
of all Jewish history. We are living this ancient and 
beautiful prophecy. Moreover, we ARE that prophecy of 
Sefer Debarim.

Rabbi Bitton is the Rabbi of Ohel 
David U’shlomo.
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Each year on Shabbat Hol HaMoed of Pesah we read 
Yehezkel’s “Dry Bones” prophecy (Yehezkel 37:1-14) 
as the haftarah. It is a stirring message with powerful 

imagery intended to provide hope to those who witnessed 
the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash and the subsequent 
exile to Babylonia. As it explicitly makes clear, the People 
should not give in to despair. It is my belief that this short 
prophecy, one that spoke powerfully to the generation it 
was delivered to and many subsequent ones, has a different 
message today. Let us analyze it in order to make the point.

Yehezkel opens by describing that God placed him in a 
valley filled with dried bones and put forth a challenge to 
him.

37:1. The Lord’s hand was on me. The Spirit of the Lord took 
me out and placed me down in the middle of the Valley; it 
was full of dried bones. 

37:2. He passed me over them, around and around, behold, 
there were many bones on the surface of the valley; the bones 
were very dry. 

37:3. Then the Lord said to me, “Human Being, can these 
bones come to life?” I said, “Lord God, you know.” 

The Valley is doubtless a reference to Babylonia, the same 
valley referred to in the Tower of Babel narrative. The dried 
bones are an obvious reference to the remnants of the Jewish 
People that lived there. It is in the gloomy exile in Babylonia 
that the once proud Jewish People are like the dried bones - 
they are not merely dead, they are scattered and desiccated 
- long removed from life. The idea of the bones “living” is 
preposterous save for the fact that God poses it as a possibility. 

God instructs Yehezkel to play a role in reviving the 
bones. Like a good prophet, Yehezkel is advised in advance 
what will happen and is to inform the “People”, in this case 
the bones, what God will do. Of note is the two-step process 
by which this will all happen. First the bones will be covered 
with the living features of bodies: sinews, muscles, and skin. 
Second, they will receive the breath of life. This will lead to 
the knowledge of the Lord.

37:4 Then He said to me, “Prophesy to these bones. 
Tell them, ‘Dry Bones, listen to the word of the Lord’

37:5 This is what the Lord God says to you: I will 
cause breath to come into you, and you will come 
to life! 

37:6 I will put sinew and muscles on you, and I will 
cover you with skin. Then I will put breath in you, 

and you will come back to life! Then you will know 
that I am the Lord.’” 

            Yehezkel does as he is commanded. First he 
speaks to the bones. Miraculously, the bones draw close to 
one another, become covered with flesh, and return to the 
stage of corpses – devoid of life. At that point, God tells him 
to summon the wind from the four corners of the Earth to 
breathe life into the corpses. On Yehezkel’s cue, the wind 
does the impossible and brings the corpses to life. Not only 
are the corpses alive, they stand as a powerful army. In two 
stages, dried bones become an imposing military force.

37:7 I prophesied as I was commanded. There was a sound 
as I was prophesying and behold a loud noise (tremor). And 
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the bones drew close, one bone to another. 

37:8 There before my eyes, I saw sinew and muscles begin to 
cover the bones. Skin began to cover them, but there was no 
breath in them. 

37:9 Then the Lord said to me, “Prophesy to the 
wind; Human Being, prophesy to the wind. Tell the 
wind that this is what the Lord God says: ‘Wind, come 
from the four directions and breathe air into these corpses 
and they will live!’” 

37:10 And I prophesied as He commanded me; and the wind 
came into them and they lived they stood up on their feet - a 
very large army! 

Yehezkel, having witnessed the miraculous now must 
deliver the critical message to save the people from despair. 

He must explain to them that they are the bones and their 
future holds a revival unlike anything in human history.

37:11 And He said to me, “Human Being, these bones are 
the whole House of Israel. Behold they say, ‘Our bones have 
dried up; our hope is lost. We have been decreed against!’ 

37:12 Therefore prophesy and say to them, “This is what 
the Lord God says: ‘Behold, I open your graves and will 
bring you up out of them, My People! Then I will bring you 
to the ground of Israel. 

37:13 And you will know that I am the Lord, as I open 
your graves and bring you up from your graves, My People. 

37:14 I will put my spirit in you, and you will live. And 
I will place you in your land. And you will know that I am 
the Lord. I have spoken and performed.’” This is what the 
Lord said.

            We know Yehezkel was successful because the People 

did not waste away in despair like dried bones. Instead, they 
took comfort from his words and instituted their reading 
yearly on the redemption-themed festival of Pesah. This 
simple but piercing vision gave them hope for the future, hope 
that was passed on generation after generation. Whether in 
Babylonia, Rome, Spain, Aleppo, Prague, Poland, Germany, 
or the United States this prophecy solidified optimism and 
hope for a better future as a People in the Land of Israel. It 
was no less powerful than “Next year in Jerusalem,” offered 
up at the end of the Pesah Seder. Indeed, a reference to this 
prophecy forms the key line in the Zionist and ultimately 
Israeli National Anthem, “HaTikvah.” Playing upon verse 10, 
Naftali Herz Imber penned, “our hope is NOT lost.” 

With this perspective, we can marvel at the power of 
the prophetic word. Fourteen short verses spoken by God 
to Yehezkel reverberated through two millennia and played 
a crucial, if not defining, role in their fulfillment. The 
Dried Bones vision could not be a more apt description of 

the founding of the State of Israel. In the years following 
the Holocaust and the many other persecutions and troubles 
in the centuries leading up to that, the Jewish People were 
“left for dead.” We were dried bones. Looking at images 
of survivors in concentration camps and Displaced Persons 
camps, one was looking at the “bones” and “corpses” Yehezkel 
spoke to. Further, prior to the establishment of the State of 
Israel, virtually none of the world’s Jewish Population lived 
in the Land of Israel or had any real hope of doing so. At that 
point, God stepped in and changed the course of history.

Within a thirty-five year span (1940-1975), the Jewish 
populations of Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East 
were nearly completely emptied and a huge percentage of 
those that were not murdered by the Nazis emigrated to 
Israel. That continued when the Jews of Ethiopia and then 
the Soviet Union made Israel their home. Today, Israel 
has approximately 6 million Jews, up from less than half a 
million in 1940. It is a true fulfillment of the ingathering of 
exiles foretold in Yehezkel’s prophesy.
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It is an amazing story, one with few, if any, parallels in 
the history of mankind. However, a closer look teaches us 
that this once hope-inspiring vision may have a different 
message for us, today.

As noted above, God plans for and commands Yehezkel to 
bring the bones to life in a two stage process. First the bones 
will become lifeless corpses, then wind will be breathed 
into them and they will become a living platoon. Obviously, 
God seeks to impart a message by resuscitating in two stages 
instead of one. There is the physical recovery, symbolized 
by the transformation from dried scattered bones to lifeless 
corpses. However, that is still not life. Life is symbolized by 
the wind, which is symbolic of the spirit. Indeed, in verses 
6 and 14, the result of the wind is “knowledge of God.” The 
revival is spiritual as much as it is physical.

With that key element of the prophecy in mind, the 
words that for two and a half millennia were words of 
comfort, inspiration, and optimism have now taken on a new 
meaning: unfulfilled expectation and maybe even rebuke. 
God has done His part. He has brought us the physical 
redemption. We have been swept up from the four corners 
of the Earth and been returned to our homeland under our 
own banner. Virtually every Jew in the world can live in 
Israel if he/she so chooses. Upon arrival, a Jew will find a 
thriving economic, intellectual, technological, social and 
military power. Yet, it remains very much like the corpses 
in Yehezkel’s vision - devoid of the life that is “knowledge 
of God.” The strength of the army Yehezkel envisioned was 

not military, economic, or political - it was one infused 
with “knowledge of God.” That has not come to fruition.  
Certainly not in a country that has no reference to God in its 
Declaration of Independence or its National Anthem. Yes, 
there is an unequaled quantity of Torah learned in Israel and 
around the world as a direct consequence of the existence 
of the State of Israel. Yet that, alone, is not the “knowledge 
of God” that Yehezkel dreamed of. Knowledge of God is an 
existence in which the inhabitants of Israel (and those that 
should be inhabitants of Israel) are so acutely aware of God 
in their lives that He is the focus and cause of how they live. 
To that level, we have not yet arrived. 

It could be that the achievement of “knowledge of God” is 
something that must be granted by Him. There are certainly 
verses in the Bible (including a number of statements by 
Yehezkel) that could support such an assertion. Equally 
likely, though, is that such a spiritual attainment is entirely 
dependent upon us. If that is true, then the words of Yehezkel 
which, for so many years said, “believe,” may now be subtly 
saying, “can you do better?” 

Rabbi Beyda is Rabbi of 
Congregation Bnei Yitzhak.
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In the 19th century we find many pizmonim ref lecting 
parallel ideas to the themes of European Zionism 
of the same period. The Shir 

U’shbaha of Hakham Rephael 
Antebi Tabush represents the highly 
nationalistic consciousness of many 
Middle Eastern and North African 
Jewish communities. In honor of 
Yom Ha’asmaut it is worthwhile 
to focus here on a few of his songs 
from the 19th century to help 
give us an impression of what his 
community aspired to and hoped 
for over 100 years ago. The reader 
of Qol Ha-Qahal will be familiar 
with some of these pizmonim from 
the Shir U’shbaha “red book”.

Born in Aleppo, Syria in 1830, 
Hakham Rephael Antebi Tabush’s 
was blind from an early age, yet 
managed to compose over 400 songs. Today almost any 
pizmon book purchased in Israel will include his original 

pieces. Virtually all of his songs include or end with a 
Zionistic theme.  These compositions are representative 
of the attitude in many communities who adopted his 
songs which showed a true desire to reestablish a Jewish 
homeland.

Ehzeh be’No’am is a particularly proto-Zionist song 

written by the master cantor and poet. To translate his 
stanza from the original Hebrew rich in rhyme, meter 

and biblical allusion is butchery, 
yet worthwhile to evaluate the 
content:

I will gaze at the pleasantness of 
your face1/ the exalted and high 
lord/ when will I be able to worship 
by my holy temple?/…The time [of 
the messiah] is close!/ the nation 
is not widowed!/ the Nation has 
been faithful!

Heal the Nation/ redeem them 
from bondage/ the agunim of 
exile/ they find console from your 
torah/ return them to nationhood/ 
Living and established forever!

You are God!/ tell them there 
suffering is over/ [tell them] they are your beloved 
Nation and that you desire their  song and praise2…

Significantly this song mentions Nation and 
Nationhood several times. In Europe when the debate 
of Jewish Nationhood versus religion was being debated, 
this is highly noteworthy. The Jews of the Middle East 

1 An allusion to Jerusalem and making a pilgrimage for the shalosh regalim
2 i.e.- your worship in the temple

“Hakham Rephael Antebi Tabush represents a highly 
nationalistic consciousness of many Middle Eastern 

and North African Jewish communities.”
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and North Africa always viewed themselves as a Nation, 
not just a religion.

In Ani Liqrat Dodi Arus -a song often used for the 
occasion of a marriage or engagement we again find many 
Zionistic yearnings. In this poem we find several of the 
messianic hall marks of redemption, many of which draw 
upon the imagery of lovers.

…Redeem me and lift up my 
flag/ 

And send the herald to the 
mountain tops / 

The Kohen will wear the 
vestiges/ 

I will redeem you but not with 
money/ 

I want you for I desire you3/ 

And your children I will gather/ 

And your nation will fight its 
fight/ 

To my holy city [I will take you] 
to build/

 Get rid of all haters and 
enemies/ 

Return to us dweller of the [burning] bush/ 

Strengthen and make brave his heart/

In this song we find verses such as “strengthen and make 
brave his heart” and “I want you for I desire you” which employ 
a double imagery between two lovers and messianic 
aspirations of Israel and their God. This feature speaks 
both to the poet’s skill and nuanced approach to 
complicated and emotional concepts. Ani Liqrat Dodi 
3 This seemingly strange phrase is based on tractate Abot in which the sages teach “love based 
on something will not last”- in this case material gain. The poet is saying that they want the 
messiah (or the betrothed) for love alone without ulterior motive.

Arus is also significant specifically for the line “and your 
nation will fight its fight”, which seems to imply a less 
than passive messianic approach and more of a confident 
and active version of shibat zion.

That Rabbi Tabush had a close association and 
relationship with the city of Jerusalem is evident from 
many of his songs.  In 1893 Rabbi Tabush visited Jerusalem 

in honor of the installments of 
Rabbi Yaaqob Shauol Elyashar 
as the Rishon Lesion. He had his 
choir perform a special song he 
wrote for the occasion titled 
Yissa Berkha. In the final stanza 
of the song he writes how 
Jerusalem and the redemption 
were always on his mind:

Reveal yourself from the hidden 
final end/ make miracles for 
us/ because we are always 
anticipating you/ install a 
king for us/ in the rebuilt 
Jerusalem.

For Hakham Rephael and his 
audience, who were “constantly 
anticipating” a return to Zion 
and a rebuilt Jerusalem- this 
was a natural expression of 
their Judaism.

In Ata El Kabir - perhaps 
Tabush’s most popular song, we find once again more 
allusions to our Zionistic theme, even mentioning Aliyah 
specifically:

See the length of my exile/ how long [will  it last]?/ 
enemies and usurpers have invaded me/ please help us 
realize the redemption

Give honor, respect and strength/ To the son of David 
your messiah….

God, bless the steadfast nation/ take them on the wings 
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of eagles / on the remainder of their 
Aliyah [to the holy land].

In addition to ref lecting Zionistic 
aspirations of a free people in their 
own land with the rebuilt capital of 
Jerusalem, almost all of Rabbi Tabush’s 
pizmonim were written in Hebrew. This 
might come as a surprise as Hebrew 
was not the vernacular of the Jewish 
community of Aleppo. Considering 
the thematic content and the advanced 
caliber of Hebrew language employed, it is 
surprising that so little attention has been paid to Rabbi 
Tabush. 

The above songs are but a few examples of many 
more songs with similar motifs that indicate what 
was important to the poet and his community. These 

compositions demonstrate a Jewish 
community in exile which maintained 
a very close relationship with their 
homeland. The themes of redemption, 
nation, messiah and Aliyah were not 
consistent throughout his poetry by 
accident. Whether physically visiting 
for a special occasion or constantly 
thinking about our homeland, we 
should take a second look at some 
of our treasured pizmonim this Yom 
Ha’asmaut.

Mr. Mizrachi is currently writing 
his doctorate on Sephardim and 
early Zionism.
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OUR MISSION
To equip high school seniors with the information, 
perspective, and skills necessary to counter the anti-
Zionist forces typically encountered on college 
campuses.

OUR VISION
ACTION: To transform education into action 
through a comprehensive, balanced and interactive 
curriculum, skill development courses, media, 
technology and on-the-ground engagement.

IMPACT: To develop graduates with the passion, 
knowledge and skill necessary to become leaders on 
their college campuses and on the world stage.

OUR PROCESS

Interactive Curriculum & Skill Development
Sessions Include:

The Jewish Narrative
The Palestinian Narrative
Israel in the Media  
 BDS and All His Friends 

Trip to Israel
Reinforce instrumental themes and ideas & reward those who have completed the course
Meet with politicians, activists & journalists
Visit strategically important areas
Provide unique opportunities to engage with influential leaders in Israel

Real Life Experiences

NORPAC Mission to Washington 
Israel Apartheid Week
BDS Protest
Lectures from Field Experts

Application Due Date: April 30th, 2017 
Apply now on www.sabrainstitute.org 

Classes Start in the Fall
The Sabra Institute, inc. is a registered 501 (c) 3 not-for-profit organization.

 TRIP TO ISRAEL

Debate Training
Public Speaking
Argumentation
Persuasive Writing

Skills  Training:



Israel Apartheid Week (IAW) is an international series 
of events that seeks to raise awareness of “Israel’s 
settler-colonial project and apartheid system over the 

Palestinian people and to build support for the growing 
Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement.” 
BDS is an organization that 
seeks to delegitimize Israel 
through economic, social & 
cultural isolation and likens 
the Jewish state to a modern 
day version of 20th century 
Apartheid in which South 
Africa’s white minority 
oppressed the country’s black 
majority. Launched in 2005, 
IAW takes place in over 200 
cities worldwide and features 
speakers, workshops and 
protests on university campuses. Although comparing 
Israel, a nation possessing a universal Declaration of 
Independence for Jewish and non-Jewish citizens alike, 
to a suppressive, racist regime is morally reprehensible at 
best and anti-Semitic at its worst, the notion is increasingly 
gaining traction globally.

Students for Justice in Palestine, or simply SJP, are the 
outspoken university campus ambassadors of BDS and the 
anti-Israel cause. Why anti-Israel and not pro-Palestinian? 
Pro-Palestinian entails advocating for Palestinian social, 
economic and cultural advancement whereas the primary 
focus of SJP and BDS is pressuring divestment in Israel - 

even at a cost to Palestinians. Case in point, in 2015 BDS 
successfully pressured Israeli company SodaStream to 
close its plant in the West Bank. The collateral damage? 
Hundreds of Palestinian jobs lost. 

Jewish Voice for Peace 
(JVP) is another advocate 
group on campus, consisting 
of Jewish students that 
support the concept of Israel 
but disagree with Israel’s 
governing policies. JVP 
works hand in hand with SJP 
and BDS, viewing its Jewish 
identity as a moral obligation 
to delegitimize the Jewish 
State and save a country that 
has lost its way. JVP’s Jewish 
credentials are used to fuel 

the fire of anti-Israel movements because if Jews do not 
support the state, why should anyone else? Far worse 
than being a propaganda tool for anti-Israel movements, 
JVP targets Jewish students lacking an established love 
for Israel, teaching that Zionism and Judaism are not 
inseparable. It is precisely this reason that JVP’s Jewish 

character makes it such a dangerous force on campus and 
reason in itself to ensure our students leave their high 
schools with a solid, well balanced understanding of 
Israeli history. 

When the Sabra Institute fellows visited Israel 

“SJP and BDS is pressuring divestment in Israel - 
even at a cost to Palestinians.”
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Apartheid Week at Columbia this March, our intent 
was not to stir the pot but instead, open a line of 
amicable dialogue, specifically with SJP. We wanted to 
communicate our belief that Zionism need not come 
at the expense of the Palestinian people. While many 
question the merit of engaging with such virulent anti-
Zionist forces, we believe that dialogue is important to 
furthering the understanding on both sides and at the 
very least, show others that there is another side to the 
story. 

The Onion, a satirical news site, jokingly reported 
that, in the spirit of peace, the United Nations granted 
every single person in the Middle East his or her own 
sovereign nation as part of a historic 317,000,000-state 
solution, leading to the start of 90,000,000 new wars 
across the region with an estimated death toll of 700,000 
nations. While obviously a spoof, its essence rings true. 
Demonization, artificially imposed solutions, economic 
divestments and closed-minded conversations are no 
substitute for respectful interaction and dialogue. No 

matter how wide the gap, no matter how indifferent 
the other side, no matter how great the risk of failure 
or embarrassment, the moment we stop trying is the 
moment that divide widens. In 1994, during the Israeli-
Jordanian peace talks, King Hussein mused how a 46-
year cycle of hatred and war was broken by a 15-minute 
f light from Amman to Tel Aviv. When leaders, grounded 
in their history yet mindful of their future, extend an 
empathetic ear, even the fiercest and most tumultuous 
rivalries can come to an end.  

Mr. Safdieh is the director 
of The Sabra Institute. The 
Sabra Institute’s 2017-2018 
session for High School seniors 
starts in September and will 
feature classes in Brooklyn, 

New York and Deal, New Jersey. Please visit 
www.sabrainstitute.org to apply. 
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Zionism As An Expression of Jewish 
Patriotism
Rabbi Dr. David De Sola Pool A”H

Our common history is the first element of 
nationality to attract our attention… 

It is one of the merits of Zionism that in 
emphasizing the study of Jewish 
history it is teaching us to give to 
our history a living interpretation. 
The great historic figures of our 
past, who were formerly shadowy 
and remote, are now, in Zionist 
circles, being projected on to the 
imagination of our youth as men 
of f lesh and blood, around whom 
can and does grow up the noble 
patriotism of historic recollection. 
The new Jewish patriotism of hero-
worship pays proud and glowing 
tribute to the great - heartedness 
and self-sacrifice of the heroes of the 
past. Zionism deserves well of the 
Jewish people for this verification 
of our national heroes and for 
its re-interpretation of patriotic 
celebrations, such as Chanuka and Purim, into popular 
terms of life. In a word, Zionism makes our historic and 
heroic past live for our youth. In its reference to history, 
patriotism may be defined as the popular consciousness 
of historic nationality…

Zionism, by putting Palestine into the forefront 
of Jewish thought and work, has elevated Jewish 
loyalty into Jewish patriotism. The preceding Galuth 
generations cherished a magnificent loyalty to the Jewish 

people, Jewish institutions, the 
Jewish tradition, Jewish ideals, 
and a sentimental loyalty to 
Zion. Modern Zionism has 
given to this vague, homeless 
loyalty a local habitation and 
a name. Jewish autonomous 
colonization on a large scale in 
Angola, Cyrenaica, Brazil or 
elsewhere outside of Palestine 
would give the Jewish people 
a Jewish land and possibly even 
Jewish institutions. But, at best, 
such a venture would be only 
territorialism or "landism." 
The Zionistic development of 
Palestine is giving to the Jewish 
people Jewish traditions, Jewish 
institutions and Jewish ideals, 

all rooted in the Jewish fatherland.

Taken from THE MACCABIAN MAGAZINE, Issue 5, 1914

Rabbi Dr. David De Sola Pool
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Interview with Shilo Plesser
Israel program director of the ILead program

Ms. Adele Chabot

Tell me about yourself.

I am 42 years old and have 8 children. When I was 15, I 
participated in the National Bible Contest and memorized 
half of the tanakh. I did this because I admired Yitzhak 
Shamir who was the President of Israel at the time, and as 
the winner of the contest got to shake his hand. I served 
in the army in the Golani Brigade, got married soon after, 
and founded an army preparatory school for religious boys, 
called Hemdat Yehuda. I am also a business consultant, helping 
failing businesses identify their strong points and come up 
with a plan for rebuilding. 

How did you get connected with 
the ILEAD program and with the 
Syrian Community in general?

We needed to raise money for the army 
preparatory school that I founded, and in 
our fundraising efforts I got connected 
with families in the community. We 
invited two families to come and visit 
the school, and see what we did there, 
and from there my relationship with 
the community grew and developed. 
After five years I felt that the community was helping me 
financially, and I wanted to give back to them, and help them 
with something as well. I surmised that if it was possible 
to take the model I created in the army preparatory school 
and bring that to the community then I would be able to 
create something very special. Over the years, Jeffrey Beyda 
and I had many conversations about this. Through our joint 
efforts, ILEAD was born.

What is the model of your army preparatory school 
and of ILEAD?

An army preparatory school is a framework that is geared 
for religious, high school graduates before they enlist in the 
army. It is for students that want to learn Torah, but don’t 
want to sit and learn in Yeshivah all day. The idea was to 
take a small group of talented individuals, with leadership 
abilities and to create this group of people that was very 
connected to one another. Over a long period of time, a 
group that has a deep ideology, is connected to Tanakh and to 
national issues, and has a significant ability to act, can create 
influence and change. The assumption was that someone 
who is a strong leader in the army, would then go on to be 
a strong leader in society. Nowadays, the influence of army 

preparatory schools is felt all over. Not 
only in the IDF but in political, social 
and economic life as well. I figured that 
in the Syrian community we could take 
a small group of high quality, dedicated 
people, connected to one another, with 
proven capabilities, this group could 
create change in the community. A 
change in awareness, in mindsets, in 
ways of dealing with things. And so, 
ILead was founded. 

What are some of the values that 
you hope to give over to the participants in the 
ILEAD program?

There are a few goals to this program. Long term goals, and 
short term goals. Short term, we want the pioneers to be 
people that believe in themselves, who understand that it is 
important to plan your life, and not just roll along with it. 
The same way a person plans and starts a business, that’s the 
same way they should plan their lives.

We hope to help them discover their strong points, because 
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ILead

I think that the more a person is self-aware, the more he 
can capitalize on his strengths and contribute to society. 
One person might be strong socially, another has a head for 
business, another is good at teaching, and another is good at 
listening. We want to break the model that everyone needs 
to do X in order to be successful. You are a good listener, 
take that strength and help couples on the brink of divorce 
for example. Not everyone needs to be doing the same thing. 

Another goal of the program is to connect people to the 
Tanakh. We think people are more commonly exposed and 
very quickly they think that Judaism and Torah and Am 
Yisrael is only Halakha, about knowing, what’s forbidden and 
what’s permitted. For whatever reason, they are missing the 
prior stages, stages that have to do with belonging to a nation, 
personal sacrifice, all sorts of values that are the foundations. 
Halakha belongs more to the world of an individual, and the 
ideas we want the pioneers to learn are more connected to 
the public, social sphere. 

We want to create a cohesive group. In Israel, it is well-
known that the people you are most well- connected with 
are usually the people who you served with in the army. 
People you served with, are people that will be with you for 
the rest of your life. Whether or not you knew them before, 
religious, secular, ashkenaz, rich, poor, Israeli, American, it 
doesn’t matter. A person with whom you shared meaningful 
experiences with, is a person that will be with you for the 
rest of your life. This group of 40 people that came to the 
program, will be a cohesive group that will be connected 
through a shared ideology rather than just on facebook and 
whatsapp. 

We imagined that if every year we have 40 participants, after 
ten years we will have a small nucleus of 400 people that 
even if only twenty percent of them are connected to these 
values and this ideology, this is incredible power. 80 people 
can change the world. Today, every year, Forbes magazine 
publishes top 100 people that are changing the world. The 
decision of one person can revolutionize a community.

Oftentimes the success of a school or a synagogue is measured 
by how many members they have. Here, we are working 
almost the opposite way. From the get go I say that I want 
very few people. Because the success of this program is not 
based on numbers. It is based on quality. Give me five people 
every generation. In the end, its a few people that create the 
most influence on a society. 

Do you think the program has to be in Israel? If so, 
why?

Yes and no. A self-development and leadership program can 
take place anywhere in the world.   When the Hakhamim 
said “avira de’yisrael makhima” I believe with my whole heart 
that from a spiritual viewpoint, there is something here that 
is not found in any other place in the world. So on a spiritual 
level the answer is unequivocally yes, the program must be 
here in Israel. If you take the same exact program, same 
people, same counselors and do it in another place, the effect 
will be different. Because Israel, is Israel.

Another significant element of the program is the connection 
to the Tanakh and to national principles. The most natural 
place to connect to this in an experiential way is here. The 
fact that Israel is fighting a constant struggle for its existence 
and development, when you are here, you feel that, even if 
you’re not fighting a war. This energy is found in the air. 
And obviously going to places where our forefathers walked, 
there’s no other replacement for that.

Lastly, I personally know how to do it only here. I can’t do it 
anywhere else, because I only know Israel. 

What is your greatest challenge in running the 
ILEAD program?

My greatest challenge is finding the staff. Every year I need 
to start over. As opposed to every other program that takes 
college students, and needs their staff to be type of babysitter, 
the demands here for a counselor are unlike any other 
program. I need to find someone that is open to 5 weeks 
of intensive work, almost like the army reserves. The work 
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ILead

is 24 hours 7 days a week and you don’t get to go home or 
go to your family. To find people that have the capability of 
listening to the pioneers, and are capable of making practical 
suggestions about what to do, oftentimes these are two 
separate people. There are people that know how to listen, 
and there are other people that know how to advise, and we 
are looking for people that know how to do both things. We 
are also looking for people that are technologically savvy, are 
charismatic, can lead a group, are connected to the ideals 
that I spoke about earlier, have Torah knowledge, and are 
social. To find people that have all of this, is very difficult. 
Naturally it can’t be people that are too young because they 
don’t have enough life experience. People that are older are 
usually involved in work or a business that they can’t just 
leave for five weeks. And so the right staff is very, very 
difficult to find. Much more than anything else.

Anything else you’d like to add?

With time, I’d like to see ILead alumni taking initiative, 
becoming more involved in community life and in Jewish 
life at large. One of my goals for the Syrian community is for 
there to be a youth movement. I see firsthand the great impact 
youth movements have here in Israel. Jewish communities 
in America have youth movements, it’s specifically the 
Syrian community that has nothing of the sort. I think a 
youth movement could create significant change. Informal 
education has tremendous power, especially in a community 
where academic learning in school is what’s dominant.  

Ms. Chabot is a former teacher at 
Barkai Yeshivah and a counselor 
of the ILead Program. She made 
Aliyah from Brooklyn, NY in August 
2016.
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When most of us think about our connection to the 
State of Israel, it is viewed through a prism of 
personal Semahot and experiences. Maybe you 

went to Israel for a Bar Misvah and had an amazing time. Maybe 
you even saw some of the many noble causes within Israel in 
action - like the orphanages, schools and underprivileged 
community integration programs that do so much for so many 
in Israel. Maybe you felt inspired and more connected to our 
ancestral homeland. Then maybe when you came home, you 
attended a Yom Ha’atzmaut event at shul and followed the 
news a little closer - about the peace process, the anti-Israel 
bias within the UN, or the ever growing danger of Iran in the 
region. And that’s where it ended. With Israel in your heart, 
you moved on with your life and attended to the day-to-day 
activities that take up so much of your time.  But what if I 
told you (short of moving to Israel- which we as a community 
should consider) there was another way to support Israel in a 
very meaningful and productive way?

After much prodding by my friends, I decided to register 
for AIPAC’s Policy Conference with my wife in Washington 
D.C. from March 26th – 28th.  I had no idea what AIPAC was 
about, but I trusted my friends, who told me repeatedly that 
this conference was one of the most inspiring events that you 
can experience. I am happy to say that my friends didn’t let me 
down. This conference was unlike anything I’ve seen before. 
It gave new meaning to the term “pro-Israel.”

I’d like to start by explaining what AIPAC is and how it 
achieves its mission. AIPAC stands for the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee.  The mission is to strengthen the 
U.S.-Israel relationship in ways that enhance the security of 
the United States and Israel.  AIPAC’s staff and citizen activists 
educate decision makers about the bonds that unite the United 

States and Israel and how it is in America’s best interest to help 
ensure that the Jewish state is safe, strong and secure.

AIPAC has a secret sauce that ensures that the US-Israel 
relationship remains strong. So how does it work…?

• They develop relationships and alliances with policy 
makers and influencers in every district of every state 
in this country. Think Iowa, Texas, Georgia – districts 
that have no Jewish demographic (and are definitely 
places Syrians never go for winter vacation). AIPAC 
then takes these leaders, early on in their political 
careers on fully sponsored trips to Israel. They get 
to see the real Israel firsthand and learn about the 
challenges and opportunities presented from working 
with the one true democracy in a sea of chaos. They 
become familiar with the tremendous strategic value of 
a strong Israel for the United States all while defining 

Israel as the homeland of the Jewish people. 

• Then when the members of Congress return to their 
districts, they are connected with AIPAC activists at 
home and with AIPAC staff in Washington. These 
relationships ensure that when, for example, Congress 
is due to reallocate BILLIONS of dollars in financial 
aid to Israel, the pro-Israel movement can call upon 
their friends in the House and Senate to get it done.  

• This year, AIPAC’s lobbying agenda includes: 
Countering Iran’s regional aggression by pushing for 
additional sanctions, supporting security assistance 
to Israel by requesting a robust foreign aid package, 
and supporting the fight against those who try 

“As I looked around and saw all these people from all 50 states 
in one place showing support for Israel, I was blown away.”
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to delegitimize the State of Israel (BDS, foreign 
countries).

All of this vital work comes together and culminates each 
year at AIPAC’s Policy Conference in Washington DC. And 
as I mentioned earlier – this was a transformative experience. 

Sunday morning, I walked into the massive Washington 
Convention Center and was immediately part of a diverse 
pro-Israel crowd that was 18,000 strong. It included Jews 
of all denominations, Democrats and Republicans, African 
American, Latino, and Christian activists (to name a few), 
politicians and world leaders - who all came together to 
pledge their support for a strong US-Israel relationship. As 
I looked around and saw all these people from all 50 states 
in one place showing support for Israel, I was blown away. 
Thinking about singing Hatikvah with thousands of people to 
open the Conference still sends a shiver down my spine. The 
general sessions on the main stage at the Verizon Center were 
incredible.  Each conference day had a morning and evening 
general session and each one was better than the next. Some 
highlights included;

• An Israel innovation showcase – technology projects 
that are helping the world - providing water through 
solar energy to countries in Africa and California, 
cell phone technology for those who are paralyzed, a 
Mobileye demonstration, Israel’s first spaceship and 
many more.

• ·Interviews and speeches by Democrat and Republican 
leaders in Congress, where they explained the 
importance of the US-Israel alliance and where they 
pledged to do everything in their power to make it 
stronger. 

• Top leaders from around the world, including 
President of Rwanda Paul Kagame – who described his 
admiration for Israel, a country born from the ashes 
of a genocide, and how he hopes to emulate Israel’s 
success in his own country. Additionally, we heard 
from former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Vice President Mike 
Pence and my personal favorite – US Ambassador to 
the United Nations, Nikki Haley. The reception that 
Mrs. Haley received for her no-nonsense approach to 
dealing with the UN was unbelievable. 

• ·Stories of peace and hope that were so inspirational - I 
was impressed by the words of a California firefighter 
who came with a group to help with the fires from the 
Gaza War in 2014. We heard from Mrs. Spitzer who 
lost her husband in the horrific terrorist attack in 1972 
at the Munich Olympic Games. She talked about her 
44 year struggle to finally get the Olympic committee 
to honor the victims with a minute of silence this past 
summer. This sad story showed me that we cannot take 
the US-Israel relationship for granted – we don’t have 
friends like the US in international organizations, so 
we must preserve this vital alliance. And many more. 

In between these General Sessions, there were hundreds of 
smaller breakout panels and discussions to choose from. These 
were some of the topics discussed at the breakouts I attended; 
the future of the US-Israel relationship, the Israel-Palestine 
conflict, combatting BDS, the history of the Six Day War 
and its impact today, roundtable discussions with members of 
Congress and world leaders, and start-up stories in Israel.  All 
of these sessions were led by top professionals in their fields. 

Then, on the very last day of the Conference, AIPAC 
arranged meetings with every single member of Congress – 
all 535! Every member sat down with AIPAC activists who 
were trained on AIPAC’s lobbying agenda for the year and got 
to make the case for specific action items that will keep Israel 
safe and America strong. It is really the most important three 
days for the pro-Israel movement on the calendar. It puts this 
issue on the map in a bipartisan way and moves the needle in 
Israel’s favor. 

It is my hope that in the future, the 80 community members 
who attended this year (40 last year, 20 the year before) will 
grow to busloads of people who attend, participate in the all-
important political process and financially support AIPAC – 
the only organization working each day to protect this crucial 
alliance.  We were 80 people of 18,000 that attended, let us 
make that number grow exponentially. Sign up for next year 
as soon as possible, you will not regret it. It is a transformative 
moment that you will not regret! THIS IS OUR HOMELAND!

Mr. Dweck is the current director 
of Camp All Sport and hold a 
MS in social work from Yeshivah 
University. He is currently pursuing 
his MS in Bible Studies
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Thank G-d I have so much to be thankful for. Yet, there 
are times in my life when I lose my perspective and 
a wave of helplessness overcomes me. Whether it's a 

personal problem or business dilemma, or an overwhelming 
challenge facing a loved one, community member, or the 
world at large - things just seem hopeless. In my confusion I 
lose sight of the purpose of the struggle. A heaviness settles 
on my chest. I want to cry but can't bring myself to tears. 
I feel like sleeping late forgoing minyan but my inner voice 
reminds me that is where comfort is found. 

I don my talet and teffilin, choose a spot in the back of 
the minyan, preferably soaked in sunshine, 
and close my eyes. As the Hazan recites the 
prayers I talk to God. I tell Him that I feel so 
distant, that I have lost my faith. I ask Him 
to show me how to reconnect and how to 
reclaim my sense of purpose. 

I walk out of minyan feeling considerably 
better. As I sit on the train my inner voice 
reminds me of the phrase I composed to 
summarize the lessons I learned from 
Rebbetzin Jungreis’s book,  Life Is A Test; 
that all pressure is merely a return to a 
purer pathway towards a more powerful and 
purposeful perspective. Each word carries a 
brilliant message worthy of its own essay.

All - It is all for the good. Every experience in life 
whether painful or pleasurable, if held in the correct 
context, is leading towards an indescribable conclusion. We 
have Hashem's word. 

Pressure - Rabbi Tatz teaches that there is a spiritual 
lesson in every aspect of our materialistic reality. Massive 
pressure on coal begets crystal clear diamonds. Emotional 
courage and spiritual clarity, similarly, are formed under 

great stress. 

Merely - How often have I heard that G-d doesn't dole 
out more than I can handle? Does this idea resonate soundly 
with me or has it lost its meaning? If I am able to internalize 
the notion that along with each ordeal, I am given the means 
to work my way towards resolution, I become empowered. If 
I can come to understand that each test is designed to stretch 
my capabilities, I am fortified to battle life's challenges and 
to learn to appreciate the struggle knowing that in the end I 
will be strengthened. 

Return - The relationship between 
humanity and Hashem is much like the 
relationship we have with our children. 
We possess boundless and unconditional 
love yet we know the most effective way to 
express it at times is by withholding it. It 
is easy to ignore Hashem when things are 
going well. It is when we face trying times 
that often we are forced to return and repair 
our connection. 

Purer - Chazal teaches that Hashem 
created a world with the option of evil so 
that we could have the free will to do good. 
Everyone at their own level, even Moses, 
veers off track. The literal definition of het 

(sin) means missing the mark. Haza” l tell us that there must 
be reward and purification for without one we couldn't have 
the other. If we were not held accountable for our actions, 
there would be no possibility of experiencing the ultimate 
pleasure, which is why we are taught, G-d created the world.

Pathway - How many times has a seemingly bad 
situation ultimately proven to be the path through which I 
needed to go to reach a positive outcome? Often, the rough 
road is the one that leads to the fulfillment my dreams. The 
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level of satisfaction is directly correlated to that of the effort. 
Just as a receiver needs to be properly calibrated to receive 
invisible radio waves, I need to tune my dials of optimism, 
gratitude, perseverance, and morality to receive blessing.  If 
we courageously follow the road before us with a conviction 
that it is paved by G-d, we are assured of reaching higher 
ground. 

Powerful - There is no growth without resistance. It is 
a fact in the physical and spiritual worlds. We see it in the 
gym. We see it with childbirth.  We see it in the miracle 
of modern day Israel. We see it throughout history in the 
achievements of the Jewish people. We see it in the lives of 
our patriarchs and matriarchs, and we see it in our lives as 
we battle through challenges all the while, building character 
and spiritual strength. 

Purposeful - We have a collective mission to perfect 
the world. Through overcoming challenges we are working 
towards this end. Can one help another overcome an 
obstacle if they haven't successfully done so themselves? Seen 
from this perspective, every struggle is a training ground for 
future kindness. By overcoming tests we manifest Hashem 
in this world. The Hebrew word for test, nisayon, has its root 
in the word nes or miracle. We put in the effort, we trust 
in the process, and Hashem lifts us to places we previously 
didn't have the ability to reach.

Perspective - So much is taken for granted. Do I not 
have a greater appreciation for receiving something I lacked? 
Do I appreciate the gift of sight the way a blind person would 
who was miraculously cured? How much money would 
I accept to give up my eyesight? A billion dollars? Clearly 

not, but do I feel like a billionaire? Lack leads to gratitude. 
As Jews that is our essence. The root of the word Yehudi 
is found in the word lehodot, or gratitude. Every setback is 
merely an opportunity for greater future appreciation. It is a 
powerful idea that reframes all negativity into potential for 
joy. 

Rebbetzin Jungreis taught that this life is one of work. 
That is why our devotion to G-d is termed avodat Hashem. I 
have eternity to bask in the warmth of my accomplishments. 
The paramount reward for a lifetime uncovering Godliness 
within is not wealth, honor, or even health. It is a transcendent 
peace that comes from knowing that through it all, Hashem 
is directing an awesome show towards a grand finale of 
boundless eternal joy. We all have our mountain to climb. 
We may get muddied, tired, and injured along the way, but if 
we faithfully persist in scaling it, there awaits a view beyond 
description; one that is ever more beautiful knowing what 
we endured to get there. 

Post Script: A majority of this essay is taken from Journal 
To The Soul – A Compilation Of Knowledge In support 
Of Jewish Faith, compiled & authored by Harold Shamah. 
For a free digital copy of the complete journal please email 
hshamah@journaltothesoul.com.

Mr. Shamah is a community 
businessman and occasional 
lecturer. He recently authored 
“Journal To The Soul; A Compilation 
Of Knowledge In Support Of 
Jewish Faith” which chronicles his 
research on Judaism.

Check out the SCA Website and Social Media:

www.SCAupdates.org

            @SCA_Updates
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As part of an ongoing series highlighting the histories and 
present day stories of Jewish communities of Islamic countries, this 
installment of The Silent Refugees turns to Yemen.

Jewish presence in Yemen predates both Islam and 
Christianity. Some claim that the first Jewish settlement 
there dates to the time of the First Temple or the reign of 

King Solomon. Archaeological records referring to Judaism 
in Yemen started to appear during the rule of the Himyarite 
Kingdom, established in Yemen in 110 BC. Various 
inscriptions in the second century CE refer to constructions 
of synagogues approved by Himyarite Kings.1 

As protected “People of the Book”, the Jews were 
assured freedom of religion only in exchange for the jizya, 
payment of a poll tax imposed on non-Muslim monotheists. 
In exchange for the jizya, non-Muslim residents were given 
safety. Active persecution of Jews did not gain full force until 
the 10th century.2

Over the next several hundred years, Yemenite Jews 
experienced discrimination and violence interspersed 
with periods of relative tolerance. Under the Zaydi rule, 
for example, the Jews were considered to be impure, and 
therefore forbidden to touch a Muslim or a Muslim's food. If 
attacked, a Jew was not allowed to retaliate.3

In the 12th century, king 'Abd-al-Nabi ibn Mahdi left Jews 
with the choice between conversion to Islam or martyrdom.4 
Maimonides at this time sent his Iggeret Teman (Epistle to 
Yemen), requesting that they remain faithful to their religion 
but not to offend their Muslim hosts.

The infamous Mawza Exile occurred in 1679. Jews were 
1 Christian Robin: Himyar et Israël. In: Académie des inscriptions et belles lettres (eds): Compt-
es-Rendus of séances de l'année 2004th 148/2, pages 831–901. Paris 2004
2 Jewish Communities in Exotic Places," by Ken Blady, Jason Aronson Inc., 2000, page 9
3 Jewish Communities in Exotic Places," by Ken Blady, Jason Aronson Inc., 2000, page 10
4 The Epistles of Maimonides: Crisis and Leadership, ed.:Abraham S. Halkin, David Hartman, 
Jewish Publication Society, 1985. p.91

expelled en masse from all parts of Yemen to the distant 
province of Mawza, and many died there of starvation and 
disease.5 Their houses and property were seized, and many 
synagogues were destroyed or converted into mosques.6

During the 18th century, Yemenite Jews gained a brief 
respite from their status as second-class citizens when the 
Imamics came to power. Synagogues were rebuilt, and some 
Jews achieved high office. Jewish life again improved during 
Ottoman rule; Jewish freedom of religion was more widely 
respected, and Yemenite Jews were permitted to have more 
contact with other Jewish communities.

Emigration to Israel began in 1881 and continued until 
1914. Initially, Jews traveled by foot and by sea to Jerusalem. 
7This wave was followed by others who continued to move 
into British-ruled Palestine until 1914. 

In 1947, after the partition vote that created the state 
of Israel, Muslim rioters, assisted by the local police force, 
engaged in a pogrom in Aden that killed 82 Jews and destroyed 
hundreds of Jewish homes. Aden's Jewish community was 
economically paralyzed, as most of the Jewish stores and 
businesses were destroyed. Early in 1948, the unfounded 
rumour of the ritual murder of two girls led to looting.8

The increasingly dangerous situation led to the emigration 
of 50,000 Jews, virtually the entire community, between 
June 1949 and September 1950 during Operation Magic 
Carpet. Most Yemenite Jews now live in Israel, with small 
communities in the United States and elsewhere. Only a 
handful remain in Yemen. A smaller, continuous migration 
was allowed to continue into 1962, when a civil war put an 
5 Yosef Tobi. "Mawza, Expulsion of." Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic World. Executive Editor 
Norman A. Stillman. Brill Online, 2014.
6 B. Z. Eraqi Klorman, The Jews of Yemen in the Nineteenth Century: A Portrait of a Messianic 
Community, BRILL, 1993, p.46
7 Yehudei Teiman Be-Tel Aviv (The Jews of Yemen in Tel-Aviv), Yaakov Ramon, Jerusalem 1935, 
p. 5
8 Howard Sachar, A History of Israel, (NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1979), (pp. 397–98.)
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abrupt halt to any further Jewish exodus. The few remaining 
Jews experience intense, and at times violent, anti-Semitism 
on a daily basis.9

For a modern day perspective on these events we turn to 
the story of one individual who, aside from living through 
the persecution experienced by Yemenite Jews, continues to 
play an instrumental role in the rescue and extraction of the 
remaining community. Manny Dahari, currently residing 
in New York, granted us (my collaborator Raquel Mizrachi 
and I) this interview as part of our artistic project, The Silent 
Refugees. 

Tell us a bit about growing up in Yemen.

The culture had a big emphasis on do-it-yourself. For 
example, my father loved mechanics and building, one of 
his hobbies was fixing motorcycles. He built our three story 
house with his own hands. He also built one for my brother; 
this is maybe why it was so difficult for him to leave Yemen 
behind. Our house was beautiful, very richly decorated 
with painted designs on the walls and several rooms like 
the Diwan and the Saha dedicated to communal eating and 
lounging. We ate all of our meals seated across from each 
other on the floor; this really encouraged a relaxed and 
welcoming atmosphere where everyone felt as equals. One 
of my favorite parts of the house that I miss most was a large 
stone slab in the kitchen which my mother used specially 
for grinding tomatoes for cooking. She had several different 
ovens, each meant for different foods. When it came to 
religion, the whole community was deeply observant. If you 
didn’t keep shabbat you were basically a Muslim. This is very 
different from what I’ve encountered in America, where 
people can still consider themselves Jewish regardless of 
their level of observance. As a child, if I wanted something, 
I had to work to earn it. I still remember how excited I was 
about finally buying a bicycle, we went to pick it up in town 
on the same night as we got issued my travel visa to the US.

You originally left Yemen by choice and not as a 
refugee. Why?

Growing up in Yemen, we did experience a fair amount 
of violent anti-semitism, but this was all we knew. It’s all 
relative-- we didn’t see that there could be another way, we 
thought it was normal to cover our faces and pe’ot while 
shopping in the market (to disguise our Jewish identity), 
9  Rod Nordland (February 18, 2015). "Persecution Defines Life for Yemen's Remaining Jews". 
The New York Times.

normal for people to wait in a line for our schoolbus to pass 
so they could stone it. I have a scar on my left eye that I got 
from being stoned while playing in the yard as a child. It 
reminds me each time I look in the mirror of why I do what I 
do with my public speaking/advocacy work and trying to get 
the rest of the Jews out of Yemen. I’ll never forget when my 
father and I confronted the father of the person who stoned 
me, he looked at us and said it wouldn’t have happened if we 
were Muslim and we should consider converting. In Yemen a 
common curse word is Zionist, I grew up thinking Jew was 
a dirty word. We were forced to declare that we didn’t see 
Zionists as true Jews to avoid being beaten up.

Originally, though, when I chose to leave, it was because my 
parents thought it would be a good educational opportunity 
for me. I fully expected to come back and rejoin my family 
after just a few years studying abroad. I left the country 
legally, after waiting a long time to obtain a visa. This is why 
I didn’t bring any of my belongings with me; I didn’t realize I 
would never return home. I don’t have anything left from my 
life in Yemen, not even clothing. Just a single photo someone 
sent me of our house. I used to look at it all the time when 
things got tough here in the US.

Tell us about the educational opportunity. How old 
were you and what were your plans?

During the early 2000’s, the Satmar Hasidic community 
of Brooklyn was very involved with removing Jews from 
Yemen and bringing them to New York. They wanted to 
rally more Jews to their cause, so to speak, to the anti-Israel 
agenda. My “sponsor” promised my family that I would 
receive instruction in English and begin my secular studies 
while abroad. There are no Jewish high schools in Yemen 
and we couldn’t attend the Muslim/public schools, so this 
also factored into the decision. I left my family when I was 
just 13, right after my Bar Misva, for what I thought would 
be a brief stint in the US. My parents thought it would be a 
good experience for me and encouraged me to go. 

What happened when you arrived?

In reality, I was met with a very different scenario. At this 
point I didn’t speak a word of English, only Arabic. My hosts 
spoke only Yiddish. I was placed to live with a family who 
only had daughters and was forbidden to communicate with 
them. I was compelled by my hosts to dress like them, in 
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a hat and jacket, and was forbidden to take them off. A lot 
of time was spent in the Satmar yeshivah, but my sponsor 
would also bring me around on fundraising appointments 
and meetings, purportedly to raise funds to help the Jews 
of Yemen. My typical day in this period was very difficult 
and lonely. I couldn’t communicate with anyone. I walked 
to and from school for 25 minutes because I didn’t feel 
comfortable taking the bus. All day at school, I basically 
was ignored and left to sit in a room alone, teaching myself 
Hebrew, Yiddish and English. I had a Hebrew tutor but it 
was still difficult. At “home” I would sit alone in my room 
again all evening, waiting to do it all again the next day. My 
father didn’t believe that my situation was really this bad, he 
thought I must have been exaggerating when I described it to 
my parents over the phone. They encouraged me to give it a 
chance and hold on a little longer-- eventually I reached the 
point where I couldn’t take it anymore. After six months my 
sponsor offered to move me instead to a dorm style yeshivah 
in Monsey. Needless to say this didn’t help. Six months after 
that I was told that this was what they could offer me, if I 
didn’t like the living situation, I could leave and figure it out 
on my own. At this point I was 14.

Why not go back to Yemen?

Getting my visa was a long and hard process. I didn’t want 
that and the time I’d spent in the US until now to be for 
nothing, so I tried to make it work. After I left the yeshivah 
I spent some time living by a cousin’s house in Lakewood. 
It wasn’t a long term solution; a recent immigrant himself, 
he had his own family and issues to take care of. I applied to 
many different schools for the room and board they would 
provide; I spent time in yeshivahs in upstate NY and in NJ. 
In 2008 things got so tough, I decided that I should go back 
to Yemen, I couldn’t handle living on my own. Around this 
time violence towards Jews in Yemen started to increase. A 
female cousin of mine was kidnapped and forced to convert 
to Islam and marry. A very close mentor and friend of mine 
who I had known since childhood, Rabbi Moshe Nahari, with 
whom I had become closer over the previous two years than 
with my own family, was shot and murdered on his doorstep 
in Yemen, just for being Jewish. This was a deeply affecting 
tragedy and a turning point for me. I made a promise to 
myself that I’d never go back to Yemen. I applied for refugee 
status with the US government and it took a long time but I 
was granted this in 2009. It changed everything; it gave me 
the confidence to stay here and keep fighting.

What happened next?

I’d resolved to do whatever it took not to go back to Yemen. I 
spent the next 3 years living in dorm style yeshivahs, just for 
the room and board. I had no other way. To that point I had 
still never received a day of secular education. When I was 17 
something in me flipped, I realized that if I wanted to have 
a worthwhile career I would have to go to college. Through 
a series of mutual connections I was introduced to a family 
in Chicago who hosted me for Shabbat. I explained to them 
that what I wanted more than anything was an education. 
They offered to help and placed me in a yeshivah high school 
in Indianapolis. I worked really hard and spent the last half 
of senior year of High School working with tutors to learn 12 
years’ worth of secular curriculum and graduated on time. I 
went next to Oakton, a community college, and earned my 
Associate's degree. By then I had made friends with many in 
the Chicago Jewish community, so it seemed logical, after 
being accepted to several schools, that I would attend Loyola 
University in Chicago even though it was a Jesuit school. I 
didn’t want to lose all of my friends and start over-- again. 
I spent the first semester being very active in student life. It 
was late in 2014 when I began working on getting my siblings 
out of Yemen. 

How did you find yourself at YU?

After some time at Loyola I felt there wasn’t enough Jewish 
presence for me. I applied to transfer to YU and was 
accepted.

What happened to your family back in Yemen?

All the time that I was dealing with my own struggles, I 
was trying to convince my parents to leave. So many Jewish 
families weren’t ready to leave despite the violence-- my 
family had three homes, my father wasn’t able to sell 
them. A cousin of mine had an 18 bedroom home that 
would span two Manhattan city blocks-- it’s hard to 
abandon these things for a life of uncertainty. Of course, 
it’s impossible to sell anything when the community of 
Muslims are issuing death threats to anyone who buys 
the Jews’ property. The government was no help either. 
I finally got them to agree to at least send their children 
to Israel. Of course, this was in itself was a long and hard 
struggle that wasn’t without it’s own drama. There aren’t 
any direct modes of transport between Yemen and Israel, 
as they are enemy countries…
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How did they manage to escape?

The successful extraction of my family took 3 attempts. I 
coordinated with the Jewish Agency, the Israeli Government, 
and the US State Department to arrange it. We couldn’t do 
anything publicly since, if the Yemenite government got a 
whiff of Israeli involvement, this could be dangerous both 
for those escaping and those left behind. In fact, when this 
operation was finally carried out successfully, one Jew and a 
Muslim were then jailed in Yemen. I can’t share the details 
of how we finally achieved the rescue because there are 
currently still Jews left in Yemen. 

The plan basically involved an escape to a third country, 
where I would meet my family and escort them on the last 
leg of the trip. I never knew when I would receive the call 
that they were en route and have to drop everything and go 
to meet them. This happened several times during finals and 
other busy times at school; I would always have to disappear 
without explanation to anyone. Once while I was at Loyola 
I had to drop all of my classes mid semester. Twice  I waited 
at the airport only to be told that their flight would not be 
arriving. Once, it was because the airport in Yemen was 
bombed by the Saudis (they are in the midst of a civil war, 

one of whose factions is perceived as a terrorist threat by 
Saudi Arabia). My family had been waiting in the airport for 
12 hours and were sent home. I already had a flight scheduled 
to Israel and had dropped my classes, so I stayed there for 4 
months. I interned at a hospital and got involved with the 
Jewish Agency. I spent that time actively trying to convince 
all of the remaining Jews in Yemen to leave, not just my own 
family. I was in the office every day, just constantly on the 
phone. It was emotionally exhausting and I drove my parents 
nuts. But we did get through to some people.

In October of 2015 the Jewish Agency sent me again to 
receive my family. This time my uncle and his whole family 
were joining my siblings. After 4 hours of waiting at the 
airport I was informed that the plane might not arrive. 
In sorting out this episode I was led to a room five floors 
underneath the airport and dealt with officials and security 
from two governments. We weighed various options for 8 
hours. There were some difficult choices to be made because, 
again, involving the government makes it difficult for the 
Jews left in Yemen. My mother was distraught at the option 
we finally went with because it involved another country 
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Manny, Yemen: This photograph of Manny's home in 
Yemen is the only object he has from his time there. The 
words describe important people, places and things 

he left behind. Artwork by Lenore Mizrachi-Cohen and 
Raquel Mizrachi.

Manny, New York: Manny is pictured here in Times Square, 
alone while surrounded by people. He described the pursuits 
and ideals that he now values after having gone through his 
refugee experience. Like many others, he lists few objects and 
focuses now more on people, action and ideas. Artwork by 

Lenore Mizrachi-Cohen and Raquel Mizrachi.
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hostile to Jews. It was a tough decision. She was crying, I 
was nervous about what might happen, in the end my uncle 
decided that they would try it. After more nerve wracking 
developments including one of my family members being 
mistaken for a terrorist, they all finally arrived at 3:30 AM. 
I told myself to keep calm, I was about to see my siblings for 
the first time in 10 years-- but when the doors opened and 
they came in, it was very overwhelming. All the emotion I’d 
held in for 10 years… it was crazy. We couldn’t leave the 
airport for security reasons, so they held us all in a hotel with 
their own security personnel.

It just felt so good when we finally arrived in Israel. Until 
then I’d always lived with this uncertain threat over my head, 
unsure of what might happen to my family. I remember In 
2011, waking up with a voicemail from my mother that my 
sister’s father-in-law was stabbed and killed. So you really 
don’t know what’s going to happen and there is nothing you 
can do about it. Getting to Israel was a huge relief. I stayed 
with them for just a weekend and then left them with my 
brother, who is already in the army, as well as two of my 
sisters. That first week we set them up right away and put 
them in schools (it was my three younger sisters and a younger 
brother who made it out on this trip). I’m just so glad that my 
older sisters and brother have been there for a while so they 
know how it works and can help them out a little bit.

Two months later my parents were ready to leave. It 
took several attempts to rescue them as well. I was at the 
AIPAC conference in DC when I received the call from the 
Jewish Agency that said they would be arriving in Israel in 
a few days. After so many failed attempts I didn’t want to 
believe it. Funnily enough, I got the news that the mission 
was successful during a lecture at AIPAC from a former 
ambassador to Yemen. Someone asked him what the current 
Jewish population in Yemen was and I had to correct him 
because I got a text during the talk that my parents had left. 
Up until that morning it was 60, but… 

They brought a sefer torah with them that’s been in my 
family for at least 300 years; the Yemenite government later 
accused Israel of “stealing their national artifact” once it 
came to light that they had escaped with it to Israel. After 
the operation was carried out, all the last stubborn holdouts 
in Yemen (who we had pleaded to come with us) changed 
their tune and finally acquiesced to come to Israel. We have 
to see how we’ll be able to help them now, if at all.

What does it feel like to know that you rescued your 
family?

I’m obviously very relieved that they are safe, and that my 
younger siblings have a hope of a bright future now. It can be 
strange, though, to have your personal story out in public in 
such a prominent way; this weekend [interview conducted 
in the spring of 2016] I’m flying to Israel to see my parents 
for the first time in ten years and I had requests from several 
newspapers to send reporters to document our reunion. I 
hadn’t seen my family in so long and then suddenly they were 
all over the news, meeting with Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
I had to grant about 20 different interviews…! What can I 
say? After 10 years of not seeing my parents, I don’t even 
know them anymore.

Why did you choose to go into public advocacy/
what’s next for you?

Originally I majored in Biology but I switched to Marketing 
and Political Science. I love politics. I switched because I want 
to fight for justice for Jewish refugees. I do a lot of public 
speaking at Universities and for different Jewish Groups. I’m 
involved in a lot of student life groups at YU, the people 
there are my family. My friends and I started one group 
called Kesharim, to connect students at YU with Israeli 
terror victims. Another initiative I started with an Israeli 
Muslim aims to present a more complete picture of Jewish-
Muslim relations. I hope someday to write a book about my 
experience; I think it would help many other Yemenite kids 
who come to me now for advice and guidance. My biggest 
hope is that I can impress upon them the importance of a 
good education; it’s everything. 

Manny currently lives in New York. He will soon complete his 
Bachelor’s degree at Yeshiva University and hopes to go to law school 
or study international business/international law in Israel. He plans 
to continue with his advocacy work and hopes to travel the world.

Mrs. Cohen is a Brooklyn based 
artist and co-creator of the Silent 
Refugees project. Her proposal 
for an international group show 
on the same topic was recently 
invited to participate in the 
2017 Jerusalem Biennale for 

Contemporary Jewish Art.
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Life is precious and valuable, and protecting and saving 
lives is paramount. The Torah commands us to do 
whatever we can, whenever we can to save a life. 

Today, in the US alone there are 100,000 people that are 
dying of organ failure and are waiting to be saved. Someday, 
God may guide us to discover the 
technology to create organs in a lab 
to save all these people every year, 
but until then organ transplantation 
is their only hope. Every year 7,000 
Americans and 100 Israelis die 
because they run out of time waiting 
for someone to give them an organ.  
Although over 40% of Americans 
have organ donor cards, only 18% of 
New Yorkers and 3% of Israelis have 
organ donor cards making the need 
for organs in NY and Israel even 
greater.  

 When alive one can donate 
blood, a kidney, and sometimes a 
portion of liver. Many organs cannot 
be donated until after death, when 
the donor no longer needs them and 
when they are about to disintegrate.  
In the last 40-50 years God has 
guided us, and helped us perfect the 
technology to be able to transplant 
organs and to save lives.  Today after 
a person has died, he or she can still 
save 8 people with his or her two 
kidneys, two halves of their liver, two lungs, pancreas, 
and heart. In addition, they can give the gift of vision by 

donating corneas and health by donating valves, ligaments, 
and skin. When we no longer need these because we have 

passed on, we can still give the gift of more years of life 
to others who will benefit from these organs. We can save 
someone from losing their mother, father, sibling, friend, 
or child. 

 Defining the moment of 
death is important, so that organs 
can be donated as soon as possible 
after a person has died. Today some 
rabbis require cardiac definition 
of death, while others follow the 
neurological definition of death. 
These criteria of determining death 
were developed about 40-50 years 
ago. The Chief Rabbinate of Israel 
(both Sephardic and Ashkenazic) 
have written that the neurological 
definition of death matches that 
of the Halachic definition. Every 
Sephardic chief rabbi since that time 
has written the same, explaining that 
the most accurate way to determine 
death according to Jewish Law is by 
using the neurological criteria.

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef (1973–1983)

Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu (1983–
1993)

Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron 
(1993–2003)

Rabbi Shlomo Amar (2003–2013).

It is crucial that we do not shorten one life to lengthen 
another. When donating certain vital organs, it is 
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Halachic Organ Donation
Rabbi Dr. Ronnie Hasson (President of HODS – Halachic Organ Donor Society)

“God has guided us, and helped us perfect the technology to be able 
to transplant organs and to save lives”

CHIEF RABBINATE OF ISRAEL
RABBINIC RULING  17 Adar II, 5768 (2008)

Rav Shlomo Amar  Rav Ovadiah Yosef

“…death is 
established upon 
death of the brain, 
including the 
brain-stem, and 
irreversible cessation 
of respiration [even 
if the heart is still 
beating]. But only on 
the condition that 
this determination 
[of brain death] be 
done by trustworthy 
people that include a 
committee of Torah 

scholars that are experts in this area, that they will 
check that all the appropriate steps were taken to 
make this determination. 

“…families who reject brain death as halachic death 
have the right to request that the ventilator not 
be removed and that no organs be recovered for 
transplantation.”

Rabbi Mordechai 
Eliyahu
Sephardi Chief Rabbi 
of Israel 1983–1993

CHIEF RABBINATE 
OF ISRAEL
RABBINIC RULING 
1 Cheshvan 5747 (1986) 

“Relying upon the Talmud Yoma (85A)  and the 
ruling of the Chatam Sofer (Yoreh Deah, 338) 
death is determined by irreversible cessation of 
breathing. (See Responsa “Igrot Moshe,” Chelek 
3, 132). Therefore, concerning a donor it should 
be ascertained that the cessation of breathing 
is irreversible. This can be determined by 
proof of complete brain destruction, including 
the brain-stem which controls autonomous 
breathing.

“After investigating the criteria for establishing 
death, as was suggested by physicians in Hadassah 
Hospital in Jerusalem on 8th of Tammuz 5745 and 
given to the Chief Rabbinate on 5th of Tishrei 
5747, we find that it is acceptable according to 
Halacha – if the objective clinical test BAER was 
performed on the brain-stem. ”performed on the brain-stem. ”

Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu 

Rabbi Eliyahu 
Bakshi-Doron
Sephardi Chief Rabbi 
of Israel 1993–2003 

“Not only are heart 
transplants allowed, they 
are a blessed endeavor 
to save human life.  As 
the prophet said: ‘And 

I will remove your stone of heart form within 
your midst and I shall give you a heart of flesh.’” 
[Binyan Av, Vol. III, Teshuva 53]

Sephardic Chief Rabbis 
accept brain death and support organ donation:

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef (1973–1983)

Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu (1983–1993)

Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron (1993–2003)

Rabbi Shlomo Amar (2003–2013)

MAKE YOUR LAST MITZVAH 
THE MOST IMPORTANT ONE



halachically required not to remove any organs until the 
person has been pronounced dead by neurological criteria 
based on the rulings of the Chief Rabbinate. Only once the 
person has died can we use those organs to save others. 
As a neurologist, often being involved in those emotionally 
strenuous moments, I have seen the paucity of prior 
education and thought regarding these issues, combined 
with the pressure of time create even more difficulties in 
making the best choice for those families, whatever that 
choice may be. 

 Robby Berman, founder and director of the Halachic 
Organ Donor Society, has been educating Jews around the 
world about the importance of saving lives through organ 
donation, but there are still many who are unaware of the 
importance and halachic permissibility of organ donation. 
There is still much work to be done and thousands of lives 
to save.  People are dying every day and with education we 
can help reduce that number. 

Help HODS save lives today by:

1. Educating yourself and registering for your own 
HODS card.

2. Making a charitable contribution to HODS so that 
we can continue to educate and save lives.

3. Joining the HODS 5k at the Coney Island Boardwalk 
in Brooklyn, NY on May 7. You can join “Team 
Hasson” or any other team, or even start your own 
team and help raise awareness today. At the same 
time, you can bring your children and teach them to 
stay healthy by walking, running, or rolling in the 
5k and teach them the importance of learning about 
and supporting HODS.

For questions or more information on Organ Donation 
please email me at henry@hassonmd.com

Rabbi Dr Hasson is a Pediatric 
Neurologist practicing in New 
York.
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Sephardic Community Alliance
1061 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11230

To sponsor an issue in honor or in memory of a loved one contact Qahalnewsletter@gmail.com

CLASSES START 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH

Check the SCA Website and 

Social Media for Updates

www.SCAupdates.org  

                          @SCA_Updates

For more information 

please contact 

mollie.haber@gmail.com

WOMEN’S LEARNING SCHEDULE

11:00am - 12:30pm
MRS. VIVIEN HIDARY
Location: Mikdash Eliyahu

400 Avenue U

Analysis of Parashat Hashabua

12:45pm - 1:45pm
MRS. MARGARET 

BENHAMU
Location: Mikdash Eliyahu

400 Avenue U

Texts of the Hagim: Megillat 
Esther/ Haggadah/ Megillat Ruth

11:00am - 12:00pm  
MRS. ANNIE SAVDIE

Location: Beth Torah
1061 Ocean Parkway

Niddah - From Torah to Today

12:15pm - 1:15pm
RABBI RICKY HIDARY/ 
MRS. ESTHER HIDARY 

(alternate weeks)

Location: Beth Torah
1061 Ocean Parkway

Reading the Torah Philosophically

10:30am - 11:45am  
RABBI NAFTALI BESSER

Location: Beth Torah
1061 Ocean Parkway

Themes and Ideas of the Parasha

Minha Time
MRS. VIVIEN HIDARY

Location: Beth Torah
1061 Ocean Parkway

Parashat Hashabua

11:15am - 12:15pm  
MRS. FRIEDA CATTAN

(February only)

Location: Mikdash Eliyahu
400 Avenue U

Jewish History Second Temple Period

Minha Time
MRS. ILANA ALOUF

Location: Hochma U'Mussar
718 Avenue S

Parashat Hashabua

12:00pm - 1:00pm
MRS. EMILY LABATON

Location: Beth Torah
1061 Ocean Parkway

Jewish History - 
Confrontation with 

the Greeks

1:00pm - 2:00pm
RABBI RAYMOND HARARI 

Location: Mikdash Eliyahu
400 Avenue U

Insights into the Weekly Parasha

8:00pm - 9:00pm
RABBI AVI HARARI 

Location: Shaare Shalom
2021 Avenue S 

Sefer Shemuel 
Young Adult Women

7:00pm - 8:00pm
RABBI MOSES HABER

Location: Bnei Yitzhak
730 Avenue S 

Jewish Thought and Jewish Values 
Young Adult Women

8:15pm - 9:15pm
MRS. AURA SUTTON

Location: Hochma U'Mussar
718 Avenue S

Tefilot of Shabbat and Holidays

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY SHABBAT

1:30pm - 2:30pm
MRS. ILANA ALOUF

Location: Beth Torah
1061 Ocean Parkway

Shir Hashirim-The Relationship Bet. 
God & Israel Throughout History

Beth Torah
1061 Ocean Parkway

 

Mikdash Eliyahu
400 Avenue U

 

Shaare Shalom
2021 Avenue S

 

Bnei Yitzhak
730 Avenue S

Hochma Umussar
718 Avenue S


