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Teshubah and Greatness
Rabbi Harold Sutton

   During the high holidays season it has become customary in 
many Sephardic communities to study the Laws of Repentance 
from Maimonides’ Magnum Opus Mishne Torah. These laws 
help the individual and community by recommending a proper 
mindset and perspective for effective teshubah.

   Maimonides begins the third chapter of the Laws of Repentance 
with the following laws:

   1) Each and every person has merits and sins. A person 
whose merits exceed his sins is [termed] righteous. A person 
whose sins exceed his merits is [termed] רשע, wicked. If [his 
sins and merits] are equal, he is termed a בינוני, Beinoni.
   The same applies to an entire country. If the merits of all its 
inhabitants exceed their sins, it is [termed] צדיק, righteous. If 
their sins are greater, it is [termed] wicked. The same applies 
to the entire world.

   2) If a person’s sins exceed his merits, he will immediately 
die because of his wickedness as [Jeremiah 30:14] states: “[I 
have smitten you...] for the multitude of your 
transgressions.”
Similarly, a country whose sins are great 
will immediately be obliterated as 
implied by [Genesis 18:20]: “The outcry 
of Sodom and Amorah is great....”
   In regard to the entire world as well, 
were its [inhabitants’] sins to be greater 
than their merits, they would immediately 
be destroyed as [Genesis 6:5] relates: 
“God saw the evil of man was great... [and 
God said: `I will destroy man....’]”
   This reckoning is not calculated [only] on the basis of the 
number of merits and sins, but also [takes into account] their 
magnitude. There are some merits which outweigh many sins 
as implied by [I Kings 14:13]: “Because in him, there was found a 
good quality.” In contrast, a sin may outweigh many merits as 
[Ecclesiastes 9:18] states: “One sin may obscure much good.”
   The weighing [of sins and merits] is carried out according to 

the wisdom of the Knowing God. He knows how to measure 
merits against sins.

   3) Anyone who changes his mind about the misvot he 
has performed and regrets the mer-
its [he has earned], saying in his heart: 
“What value was there in doing them? 
I wish I hadn’t performed them” - los-
es them all and no merit is preserved 
for him at all as [Ezekiel 33:12] states 
“The righteousness of the upright will not 
save him on the day of his transgression.” 
This only applies to one who regrets 
his previous [deeds].

   Just as a person’s merits and sins are weighed at the time 
of his death, so, too, the sins of every inhabitant of the world 
together with his merits are weighed on the festival of Rosh 
HaShanah. If one is found righteous, his [verdict] is sealed 
for life. If one is found wicked, his [verdict] is sealed for 
death. A Beinoni’s verdict remains tentative until Yom Kippur. If 
he repents, his [verdict] is sealed for life. If not, his [verdict] 
is sealed for death.

Dedicated in memory of Joseph S. Tawil
By Alice & Victor Tawil, Sara & Joseph V. Tawil and families

“...at this time of the year 
we should elevate the 
expectations of our lives 
to accomplish greatness.”
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To promote Torah throughout our community by providing 

a platform for our rabbis, students and institutions.
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Guest Article
Rosh HaShanah 5775:
Today the World Was Conceived
By Rabbi Joseph Dweck

“What day is it?”
“It’s today,” squeaked Piglet.
“My favorite day,” said Pooh.
-A.A. Milne, Winnie the Pooh

   After hearing the sound of the shofar on Rosh HaShanah, we say “Hayom harat olam”, which  means, “today the world was 
conceived”. Rosh HaShanah stands in our calendar as the day we  celebrate and acknowledge all of the world’s possibilities, 
dreams, and goals that G-d put into it at its conception. Rosh HaShanah, therefore, assumes that the world has a purpose and 
a future and  that all of history is the story of the universe coming into itself.

   Knowing that G-d has a plan for the world allows us to see the days of our lives as elements of a continuum. To celebrate 
Rosh HaShanah is to celebrate the idea that existence is comprised of  more than just the current moment. Because G-d 
“announced the generations at the start” we see  past and future as realities that exist and that inform our local experiences. 
It is as Viktor Frankl  writes in Man’s Search for Meaning: ‘I never tire of saying that the only really transitory aspects of life are the 
potentialities; but as soon as they are actualized, they are rendered realities…for in the past, nothing is irretrievably lost but everything 
irrevocably stored’

   In seeing the world this way, every day becomes a precious piece of a whole life. As we live our days, the degree of care 
we put into each of them directly affects the quality of the whole. The more we love, care, feel, think, focus, and learn, the 
more vibrant and vivid the life that emerges. On Rosh HaShanah we all take the time to pause and meditate on the path our 
lives are following.  The sound of the shofar awakens us so that we may ask ourselves core questions about the course of our 
lives. Am I on a successful path? Am I living consciously? Is it time for change? Have I chosen to live my best possible life? 
Together with the Creator, we make these judgments on Rosh HaShanah. On the anniversary of the world’s conception we 
look at our current life superimposed against the backdrop of the life we wish to create.

   Rosh HaShanah, also referred to as Yom HaZiqaron, the Day of Memory, 
brings our past, present and future before us. In our mind’s eye we can see 
ourselves both as children and elderly people simultaneously. We understand 
that life is like a passing shadow, and there is no day like today to get about 
the business of making it the best life it can be.

May the new year and its blessings begin – תחל שנה וברכותיה .
Tizku LeShanim Rabot.

Rabbi Joseph Dweck is Senior Rabbi of Spanish and Portuguese Jews’ Congregations of England.

“The more we love, care, 
feel, think, focus, and 
learn, the more vibrant 
and vivid the life that 
emerges.”
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Sephardic History
SEPHARDIC RABBIS: Rabbi Hayyim Habib
(1882-1945)
By Rabbi Yosef Bitton

   Rabbi Hayyim Habib was born in the city of Salonica (aka Saloniki, or Thessaloniki), Greece, in 1882. 
His father was a Dayan (Rabbinical judge), Rabbi Refael Habib.  The Salonican Jewish community was 
one of the most prolific Sephardic communities in the world. In 1900 there were approximately 80,000 
Jews in Salonica, out of a total population of 173,000 souls. The Jews could be found in every 
profession: merchants, lawyers, physicians, teachers, etc. The Jewish stevedores of Salonica were 
famous. On Shabbatot the town and the port was closed since the Jews did not work. There were 49 
Synagogues in Salonica and a 500-year-old Sephardic cemetery with half-million graves. 

   Rabbi Hayyim Habib studied in the Talmud Torah (elementary and High School) under Rabbi Moshe 
Ottolenghi (1840-1901) and later in the Rabbinical School of Salonica, “Bet Yosef ” where he was granted his Rabbinical ordination. 
He also studied accounting and European languages. 

   When he was in his early 40’s Rabbi Habib was offered to serve as the Chief Rabbi of Salonica. He was so humble that at the 
beginning he refused to take the position, but upon the insistence of the Rabbis, he accepted the difficult job. The duties of 
Rabbi Habib were many. Besides being responsible for the kashrut of the city and overseeing all the technical issues of Jewish 

family Law, Bet Din, etc. he was also in charge of overseeing education. He supervised the Rabbinical school, the appointment 
of hazanim, mohalim and rabbanim for all the synagogues of the city. 

   He was also involved in the schools, assisting the teachers, examining the students and making improvements in the school 
curriculum, which included also the study of modern Hebrew.  Rabbi Habib and all Salonica Jews, were very involved in the 
Zionist movement. 

   Rabbi Habib was very loved by his community and many considered him a holy man (איש קדוש) because he was always helping 
those in need. The poor, the sick, the elderly, they all could count with the unconditional support of Rabbi Habib. 

   During the early 1900’s many Salonica Jews left Greece and emigrated to the US , France and Israel. Still, the pre-World War 
II Jewish population of Salonica counted 56,000 souls.  

   In 1941 the Nazis יש”ו came to Salonica.  They destroyed the Synagogues, the Jewish schools, the libraries and desecrated the 
Jewish cemetery.   98 percent of Salonica’s Jews, 54,000 Sephardic Jews, were killed in Auschwitz-Birkenau, or died during 
the long, exhausting Death March from January to May 1945.  Among them were Rabbi Hayyim Habib, his wife and his two 
daughters הי”ד.

   Rabbi Habib had also another daughter and a son who emigrated to Israel before the Nazis came into the city. The descendants 
of Rabbi Habib live today in Tel Aviv.

Rabbi Bitton is the Rabbi of Congregation Ohel David u’ Shlomo and the author of Awesome Creation (Gefen Publishing 2013)

“He was always helping those in need. The poor, the sick, the elderly, 
they all could count on the unconditional support of Rabbi Habib.” 
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Section (Weekly Schedules)Classes
Any omissions are unintentional. Please help us make this list
more accurate by emailing QahalNewsletter@gmail.com 

 

Congregation Beth Torah
1061 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn www.beth-torah.com

Morning
6:00 AM  M-TH  Mishnah  R’ Joseph Mizrachi

6:15 AM  M-F   Bet Yosef  R’ Ely Matalon

6:20 AM  M-F  Gemara  R’ Mordechai Levi

7:45 AM  M-F  Daf Yomi  R’ Ashear

8:00 AM  M-F  Halakha  R’ Abraham Hayoun

8:00 AM  M-F  Halakha  R’ Aryeh Azancot

10:45 AM Tues.  Beresheet  Mrs. Vivien Hidary (Allegra Franco)

Evening
5:30-6:15 PM M Tanakh  R’ Joseph Mizrachi

6:30-7:30 PM M,W Tanakh/Mishna,   R’ Joseph Mizrachi

7:45-8:45 PM  M,W Misc.   R’ Joseph Mizrachi

8:00-9:00 PM  SU Topical  R’ Joseph Mizrachi

8:30 PM   M-F Rambam  R’ Aryeh Azancot

8:30-9:00 PM M,TH Minhag  Mr. Morris Arking

8:00-8:50 PM  M Gemara  R’ Ashear       

8:30PM-9:30 PM M Gemara B’Habrutah R’ Ely Matalon      

8:30PM-9:30 PM  T Tanakh  R’ Richard Tobias

8:30PM-9:30 PM  T Sefer Yonah  R’ Aryeh Azancot      

8:00PM-9:00 PM  T Yamim Noraim  R’ Richard Tobias     

8:00PM-8:50PM  W Gemara  R’ Ashear       

8:00PM-9:00PM  W Rambam Holidays R’ Aryeh Azancot      

8:15PM-9:30PM  W Holiday Prayer R’ Ely Matalon

9:00PM-10:00 PM  W Yamim Noraim R’ Richard Tobias      

         

Shabbat
After First Minyan  Topical  Rotating       
11:30AM   Daf Yomi  R’ Ashear

1 Hour before Minha  Perasha  R’ Aryeh Azancot      

Minha    Perasha  Mrs. Vivien Hidary     

*Men Women Men and Women Young Professionals High School Boys High School Co-ed High 
School Girls  Elementar y School Elementar y School Boys
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Ahaba Ve Ahva
www..ahaba.org

Morning
6:00-7:00 AM M-F  Hilkhot Shabbat  Rabbi Ovadia Alouf
6:15-7:00 AM M-F  Gemara Baba Qama Mr. Joseph Soffer
8:00-8:30 AM M-TH  Mishnah   Dr. David Pinhas
7:00-8:00 AM SU  Hilkhot Shabbat  Rabbi Ovadia Alouf
7:15-8:00 AM SU  Gemara Baba Qama Mr. Joseph Soffer
9:00-10:30 AM SU  Ramban   Hakham Shimon Alouf
9:15-10:15 AM SU  Bet Yosef   Rabbi Jack Savdie
10:15-11:00 AM SU  Darkhe Ha’lyoun  Rabbi Jack Savdie
6:30-7:00 PM SU  Mishnah   Hakham Shimon Alouf
11:00AM-12:00PM T  Varied Topics  Mrs. Ilana Alouf 

Evening
6:15-7:00 PM M,W  Mishnah Shabbat  Rabbi Saul Chamoula (grades 4, 5, 6)
6:30-7:30 PM M/T/W  Mishnah   Rabbi Yosef Faham (grades 1-5)
7:00-8:00 PM M/T/W  Gemara Ta’anit  Rabbi Saul Chamoula
7:00-8:15 PM M/T/W  Pirqe Abot   Rabbi Ovadia Alouf
7:30-8:00 PM M  Mishnah   Hakham Shimon Alouf
8:00-9:45 PM M  Gemara Ketoubot  Hakhak Shimon Alouf
9:00-10:00 PM M  Hilkhot Berakhot  Rabbi Jack Savdie
8:00-9:15 PM W  Gemara Shabbat  Rabbi Haim Shaul
8:15-9:30 PM W  Halakha (Rambam)  Hakham Shimon Alouf
6:30-7:30 PM TH  Perasha   Rabbi Yosef Faham (grades 1-6)
7:00-8:00 PM TH  Gemara Abodah Zara Rabbi Jack Savdie (HS and College)
8:00-9:15 PM TH  Sefer Hakuzari  Hakham Shimon Alouf

Shabbat
7:30-8:30 AM  Ramban   Hakham Shimon Alouf
8:00-9:00 AM  Hilkhot Shabbat  Rabbi Jack Savdie
8:15AM-9:00 AM  Hilkhot Tefillah  Rabbi Ovadia Alouf (grades 5-12)
9:30-10:30 AM  Rambam   Dr. David Pinhas
9:30-11:30 AM  Prayer & Perashah  Rabbi Yosef Faham (children of all ages)
9:50-10:50 AM  Prayer & Perashah  Mrs. Rayna Cohen
2 hours before Minhah Gemara Ketoubot  Hakham Shimon Alouf
1 hour before Minhah Halakha   Hakham Shimon Alouf
1hour before Minhah Perasha   Rabbi Yosef Faham (children of all ages)
1 Hour Before Minhah Pirqe Abot/Tehilim  Rabbi Saul Chamoula
1 Hour Before Minhah Sefer Hahinoukh  Rabbi Jack Savdie
Seudat Shelisheet  Perasha   Rabbi Ovadia Alouf
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Congregation Bnei Yitzhak
730 Avenue S, Brooklyn www.bneiyitzhakweb.org

Morning
6:30-7:00 AM M,W,F  Halakha  R’ Jack Bassoul
7:00-7:25 AM M-F  Ma’alot HaMiddot  R’ Joseph Beyda
7:00-7:45 AM  M-F  Gemara  TBA
7:45-8:05 AM M-F, SU Hok L’Yisrael  Mr. S. Laniado
7:45-8:15 AM M-F  Mishnah  R’ Jack Bassoul
7:45-9:15 AM SU  Basar B’Halab R’ Jack Bassoul
10:00-11:00 AM SU  Jewish Philosophy R’ Moses Haber
11:00-12:30 AM M     Mrs. Vivien Hidary

Evening
8:00-9:00 PM M Jewish Heroes  R’ Joseph Beyda
8:00-9:00 PM M Gemara    R’ Jack Bassoul
8:00-9:00 PM W Hilkhot Tefilla   R’ Jack Bassoul
8:00-9:00 PM TH Gemara    R’ Jack Bassoul
6:00-7:30 PM W Young Men’s Class  R’ Moses Haber
7:30-8:30 PM TH Young Women’s Class R’ Moses Haber

        
Shabbat
First Minyan Breakfast     R’ Jack Bassoul
10:00 AM   Pele Yoetz   R’ Jack Bassoul
11:00 AM   Perasha   R’ Joseph Beyda
1 hour before Minha Varied Topics  R’ Joseph Beyda
1 hour before Minha Perasha/Halakha  R’ Jack Bassoul
After Arbit   Perasha   R’ Moses Haber

Shaare Shalom
2021 Avenue S, Brooklyn, shaareshalom.com

Evening
8:30 PM M-TH  TBA After Sukkot    Rabbi Avi Harari 
8:30 PM M  Collegiate Ladies’ Program
8:30 PM TH  BJE review class    Rabbi Avraham Benhamu
9:00 PM M  Halakha     Rabbi Avraham Benhamu  
9:00 PM M,W  Collegiate Mens’ Program
       
Shabbat
1 hour before Minha Rabbi Avi Harari
1 hour before Minha Rabbi Yohai Cohen (Given in Hebrew)
Sunday Mornings  TBA After Sukkot
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Sephardic Synagogue
511 Ave R, Brooklyn www.Judaic.org

Morning
7:00-7:30 AM M-F Mishnayot   Mr. Charles Mizrahi
7:30-8:00 AM M-F Parasha/Halacha  R’ Ronald Barry
7:30-8:00AM  M-F Mishnayot   R’ Moshe Shamah
12:45 PM  T Perasha   Mrs. Esther Hidary

Evening
8:30-9:30 PM T Sefer Yehoshu’a   R’ Nathan Dweck
7:15 PM  TH Taamim & Pizmonim  Mr. Abe R. Betesh

Shabbat
After First Minyan  Topical   R’ Moshe Shamah
After Teens Minyan  Topical   R’ Ephraim Gabbai
After Main Minyan  Perasha/Halkha  R’ Ronald Barry
After Main Minyan  Topical   R’ Haim Ovadia
After Kids Minyan  Perasha   R’ Nathan Dweck
1hr 15 mins before Minha Perasha   R’ Moshe Shamah
Seudat Shelisheet  Halakha: Mekor Hayyim  R’ Nathan Dweck   
Seudat Shelisheet  Topical   R’ Ephraim Gabbai
Seudat Shelisheet  Nebi’im   R’ Ronald Barry

Hochma U’Musar/Sephardic Rabinnical College
718 Ave S, Brooklyn www.hochmaumussar.org 

Morning
6:15-7:00 AM M-F  Bet Yosef/Shulchan Arukh   R’ Harold Sutton
7:45-8:30 AM M-F  Mishne Torah (Zmanim)    R’ David Tawil
7:00 AM   SU  Bet Yosef/Shulchan Arukh   R’ Harold Sutton
9:00 AM  SU  Jewish Philosophy: Kuzari   R’ Harold Sutton

Evening
8:00-10:00PM M-TH  Gemara      Habruta Program
8:30-10:00PM T/TH  Mishnah Berura    R’ David Tawil
8:30-10:00PM M/W  Moadim/Berachot    R’ Yaakov Twena
8:30-10:00PM T  13 Principles of Faith   Mr. Nissim Alouf
8:30-10:00PM W  Perasha     Mr. Nissim Alouf
8:30-10:00PM M  Sefer Hamisvot    R’ David Tawil
8:30-10:00PM TH  Perasha     R’ Yaakov Twena
8:30-10:00PM T  Hilchot Shabbat    R’ Ike Hanon 
8:30-10 PM  TU  Minhat Cohen on Ben hashemashot R’ Harold Sutton

8:30-10 PM  M/W  Gemara      R’ Harold Sutton
8:30-10 PM  W  Mishanyot w/Rambam    R’ Harold Sutton  
         

Shabbat
10:30-11:30 AM   Ramban on Chumash    R’ Harold Sutton
before Minha   R’ Ben- Amozeg    R’ Harold Sutton
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Safra Synagogue of Manhattan
11 E 63rd St, Manhhattan www.ejsny.org

Morning
After Shaharit  S-F  Arukhah U’Marpeh  R’ Elie Abadie
After Shaharit  S-F  Pirke Abot   R’ Greenwald    
After Shaharit  S-F  Perasha   R’ Sarway   
6:30 AM   M-TH  Talmud   R’ Elie Abadie

Evening
half hour prior to Minha M-TH  Mishnah   R’  Sarway
Following Arbit  S-Th   Halacha   R’ Sarway
8:30 PM   M  Gemara   Dr. Joseph Shams
7:30 PM   TU      R’ Waknin
7:00 PM   W      R’ Sarway

Safra Synagogue of Deal (Hathaway)
75 Hathaway Ave, Deal safrashulnj.org

Morning
8:45-9:30 SU R’ Farhi
7:45- 8:30 M R’ Shlomo Haber
7:45- 8:30 TU R’ Farhi
7:45- 8:30 W R’ Aaron Serouya
7:45- 8:30 TH R’ Shlomo Haber
7:45- 8:30 F R’ Farhi

Shabbat
One Hour Prior to Minha  R’ Farhi

Magen David Synagogue
2132 McDonald Avenue, Brooklyn

Morning
9:00 AM SU  Mishlei   R’ Haim Shaul     
6:30 AM  M-F  Halakha  R’ Haim Shaul 
After Shaharit M-F  Mishlei/Pele Yo’es  R’ Haim Shaul 

Evening
After Arbit SU  Ben Ish Hai  R’ Haim Shaul 
8:00 PM M  Talmud  R’ Haim Shaul       
    

Shabbat
9:00AM   Perasha  R’ Joey Haber      
9:30AM   Perasha  R’ Max Dushey 
10:00AM   Ben Ish Hai  R’ Joey Haber      
11:00AM   Midrash Rabbah  R’ Haim Shaul       
1 Hour before Minha Perasha  R’ Haim Shaul       
Seudat Shelisheet     Guest Speakers      
After Habdalah     R’ Haim Shaul       
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Congregation Kol Israel
2504 Avenue K, Brooklyn www.KolIsrael.org

Morning
6:10-7:00 AM M-F  Gemara  R’ Ikey Tawil    
7:50-8:10 AM M-F  Halacha  R’ Ikey Tawil
8:00-8:45 AM M-F  Gemara  R’ David Shweky
8:45-9:15 AM M-F  Hok L’yisrael  R’ David Shweky     
8:30-9:00 AM SU  Halacha  R’ Ikey Tawil
9:00-10:00 AM SU  Jewish Philosophy R’ Ikey Tawil
9:45-10:45 AM SU     R’ Ike Hanon      
1st Minayn Breakfast SU     R’ David Shweky    

Evening
8:30-9:30PM  M  Rambam  R’ Ikey Tawil     
8:30-9:30PM  M  Halacha  R’ David Shweky
8:30-9:30PM  M  Sefer Ha’hinuch R’ Ike Hanon
8:30-9:30PM  TU  Mishnayaot  R’ Ikey Tawil     
8:30-9:30PM  TU     R’ Naftali Besser
8:30-9:30PM  W  Halacha  R’ Ikey Tawil
8:30-9:30PM  W  Ein Yakkob/Gemara R’ David Shweky
8:30-9:30PM  W  Pirkei Abot  R’ Ike Hanon      
     

Shabbat
Main Minayn Breakfast     R’ Ikey Tawil
11:00AM-11:30AM      R’ David Shweky
One Hour Before Minha     R’ Ikey Tawil      
One Hour Before Minha     R’ David Shweky     

Ohel David u’Shlomo
710 Shore Blvd, Brooklyn www.ohelds.com

Morning
After 1st Minyan SU Tefilah  R’ Yosef Bitton
After 1st Minyan M-F General R’ Yosef Bitton
After 1st Minyan M-F Hoq L’Yisrael Mr. Shlomo Salman       

    

Shabbat
Half Hour Before Minha Perasha  R’ Yosef Bitton
Minha    Perasha  Mrs. Bitton
Minha    Children’s Class R’ Setton
Seudat Shelisheet  Halacha  R’ Yosef Bitton      
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Israel Spotlight
Why Israel Will Win
By Rabbi Haim Ovadia

   Studying Israel’s recent history, and specifically the terrorist 
and rocket attacks in what is called the “Israeli Palestinian 
Conflict” when it should have been named “The Palestinian 
War Against Israel’s Existence” leaves us with some pressing 
questions: When will this be over and how will it end? Will 
the Israelis, tired of years of war and terrorism, be eventually 
worn out? Will they give up, give in or move out? Will the 
terrorists ever grow tired of wreaking havoc on themselves 
and others, choosing to live in squalor and desolation when 
the chance for a better life depends on them and their 
willingness to live peacefully with Israel?

    The answer is complicated and multifaceted, but I would like 
to highlight here one aspect 
which can give us hope and 
drive us to action. Please bear 
with me, since reality can be 
understood only through the 
lenses of history. 

   It is a known rule that our 
attachment to a person, an 
object or a concept, is a function of our emotional, physical or 
financial investment in them. Nowhere can this rule be better 
displayed than in modern day Israel. Our ancestors first 
settled in the land over 3,000 years ago and the first land 
purchase recorded in the Bible is that of Sarah’s burial place 
in Qiryat Arba. The negotiation between Abraham and Ephron 
regarding the deal was not a nicety as some think, but rather 
a debate on who is the true owner and citizen of the land. 
Abraham keeps insisting that he wants to purchase a burial 
site as an estate  - אחוזה, while Ephron tries to offer it as a 
gift. Abraham’s stubbornness and his willingness to depart 
from a preposterous amount of money stemmed from his 
understanding that burying your loved ones in a piece of land 
which you own creates a special bond between you and the 
land. Since that historic purchase, millions of Abraham’s 
descendants have sunk their blood, sweat and tears into the 
land, along with their dead. For us, the Land of Israel has 
become axis mundi, the center around which everything 

revolve, the place where all of our stories begin and where 
they are all going to end. Our investment in the land is always 
on our mind and we have always waited for an opportunity to 
return to it and pick up from where our ancestors have left off.

   During our 2,000 years of exile many other nations tried to 
claim the land, but they wanted it for strategic or economic 
reasons and none had the same attachment to it as we had. 
Among others, the Romans, Abbasids, Crusaders, Mameluks, 
Mongols, Ottomans and British came and left, ransacking the 
goods of the land like a swarm of locust and constantly changing 
the makeup of Israel’s population. In the last quarter of the 
19th century there were about 250,000 inhabitants of Israel, 
of which 25% were Jews and Christians. The land itself was far 
from being the land of milk and honey, as Mark Twain wrote 
in 1867: “Desolate country whose soil is rich enough, but is given 
over wholly to weeds – a silent mournful expanse…. A desolation 

is here that not even imagination 
can grace with the pomp of life 
and action.” Indeed the biblical 
prophecy saying that other 
nations will occupy a desolate 
Land of Israel has come true 
היושבים – אויביכם  עליה   ושממו 

 and your....(Lev. 26:32) בה
enemies that dwell therein shall be astonished at it.”

   The mass migration of Arabs and Muslims to Israel paralleled 
the inception of the Zionist movement and was later on 
encouraged by British officials who did not wish to see a Jewish 
majority in Israel and were also in need of a cheap labor force.

   One might argue now that all immigrants to the Land of 
Israel, whether Jews who came with Zionist ideology, or 
Arabs and Muslims who migrated under the auspices of the 
Ottoman and British Empires, are equally entitled to the land. 
While this argument could be debated, there is no doubt that 
following the establishment of the State of Israel, with the 
mandate received from the United Nations, Israel has won its 
territories fair and square, emerging victorious in wars forced 
on her by the neighboring nations.

   In any other region of the world, people who were displaced 
by war settled down within a decade or two, either in their 

“For us, the Land of Israel has become 
axis mundi, the center around which 
everything revolves, the place where all 
of our stories begin and where they are 
all going to end”
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own country or in neighboring ones. There is perhaps no better 
example than the redistribution of the Jewish population 
after the Holocaust and the expulsion from Arab states, but 
the Palestinians are an exception. The leaders of the various 
terror organizations, whose common goal is the destruction 
of the State of Israel, convinced the Israeli Arabs who fled 
their homes in 1948 and 1967 to remain refugees because, 
they believed, they were more attached to the land than the 
Israelis. They thought that if they would insist on the reign of 
terror the Israelis would give up their independence or emigrate 
from the land. They relied on the strong ties to the land of that 
small percentage of Palestinians who lived there for more than 
a century or two, but they were terribly wrong...

   In his book Jasmine, which takes place in Israel during and 
after the Six Day War, author Eli Amir pens a break-up letter 
from a young Arab woman who became a P.L.O. follower to 
a young Israeli of Iraqi descent with whom she almost fell in 
love. In the letter, written after he took her to visit Deganya, 
the first Kibbutz, she says that after visiting the local cemetery 
she understood that the terrorist organizations are not going 
to defeat Israel: “I thought we are attached to this land more 
than you, but when I saw the headstones telling the stories 
of people who sacrificed their lives to dry the swamps, pave 
roads and build this land, I realized that you also have deep 
roots here”.

   Amir is telling only half the story, though. While in the first 
decades of the State there were those who chose to leave the 
country because of financial difficulties, discrimination or fear 
of wars. They were disparagingly called Yordim – “Downers”, 
by those who stayed in Israel. This phenomenon has been on 
the decline and since 2005 the rate of emigration from Israel 
is 2.9 per 1,000 people, one of the lowest in the world. The 
reason for that reversal is that while in the first decades many 
of the Israelis were immigrants who did not yet establish their 
ties to the new country, today’s Israelis are third and fourth 
generation citizens whose families are invested in Israel not 
only financially and physically but also emotionally through 
the many dear lives sacrificed during the many wars, terrorist 
attacks and the efforts to build the State of Israel.

   But that is not all, and it is not unique to Israel. This could 
have happened and indeed happened in many other countries, 
especially those appropriated and inhabited by the White Man 
in the New World. The special element in Israel and the reason 
why it is the only place which could serve as a true home for 
Jews from all over the world is the intricate web of historical 
ties that we have to each and every corner of the land. While 
the Arabs who lived there were attached each to his field and 

home, the land plays no essential part in the historical and 
religious narrative of Islam. Even the biblical events which 
Muslims relate to and that did take place in Israel such as the 
story of Ishmael, are retold in the Koran in a different location, 
such as Be’er LaHai Roi which in Genesis is part of the Be’er 
Sheva desert but in Islamic tradition is called Bir Zamzam and 
located in Saudi Arabia. Likewise for Christianity,  despite 
featuring prominently in the life of Jesus of Nazareth, the 
New Testament gives no special significance to the land, and as 
a matter of fact, alienated itself from it and located its centers 
of power in Italy, France and Asia Minor. By contrast, our 
connection to the Land of Israel is well documented in the Bible, 
with exact routes of the travels of the patriarchs, places and 
tracks of military campaigns and hundreds of names of towns, 
villages and sites, including the etymology of the Name. 

   So when the wandering children returned to their 
motherland after thousands of years, not only did they plant 
new roots in the soil that was longing for them, but they 
revived the old stumps, they awakened the dormant seeds and 
stories, the faces and people who walked upon that soil many 
years ago and of whom these children were proud descendants.

   There is not a stone you can step on in Israel that will not 
tell you the story of multiple generations, and it is this two-
fold attachment of Jews to the Land of Israel, the new found 
one and the ancient ancestral one, which guarantees that the 
People will stay in the Land this time, they will go nowhere 
and they will not allow destruction to happen again. They are 
faced with people whose sole purpose is to destroy and as 
history teaches us, those who seek to destroy will eventually 
perish, because there is no force of life driving them. Whereas 
who are, like the Israelis and the Jews around the world who 
support them, driven by the will to live, prosper and improve 
the world, will persevere and emerge victorious.

   I would like to conclude with a few lines from the very 
powerful poetry of Uri Tzvi Greenberg which describe the 
longing for the Land and the spiritual connection that always 
existed between the two:

 הגויים לעגו לנודדה זו היקרה, למלכות ישראל נודדת בדמותה של

שכינה, שיצאו מוניטין לקלונה ואימת ישותה
 הגויים לא ראו יהלום הלב ולא ראו יהלום המח, שנגהו בשערי

 הדורות...ואם אמנם לא עמד ערשנו בארץ ישראל, ערשם של אלה
                                                                               העוקרים כאן סלעים בגבורה ומעוררים חוש הצומח שנרדם בקרקע,

 אך ארץ ישראל החשאית, ירושלים הנפשית,

                                                           היתה בחדרים ההם אי נתעברו אמהות...
ברומא ובספרד, באשכנז וצרפת, ברוסיה ובפולין היניקוני נאדות לענה
 וגדלתי תחת דגלם ודמדמתי תחת חרבם, עד שקמתי וברחתי ללגיונות
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Teshubah and Greatness continued from page 1

   One might ask an obvious question, if a בינוני is someone who has exactly half זכויות and half עוונות why not just instruct him 
to spend his time of the Ten Days of Repentance doing more misvot?  This will tip the scale and put him in the category of צדיקים.  
Why does Maimonides instruct that he must repent?

   The answer is to be found in Maimonides’ own words a few sentences later.  This count is not performed on a mere quantitative 
analysis, but rather on a deeper qualitative analysis that only G-d can qualify.  In other words – the צדיק, רשע and בינוני are to be 
analyzed not by just the amount of deeds they perform but by the thought process which they bring into the actions.

   A צדיק is one whose entire purpose in life is to live a Godly life following G-d’s will.  There are times he may stray but those 
are exceptions to the essence of his nature.  A רשע on the other hand, lives to fulfill his own selfish desires.  That is the motivation 
that guides his life.  While he may at times perform righteous acts, he does not let them define his being.  A בינוני is on who has 
no stated purpose, wandering between righteousness and depravity.  Neither of his acts defines who he is, so he remains undefined, 
wallowing in the abyss of his confused state of being.  To advise such a person to perform more misvot would do nothing to cure 
his problem.  He must engage in soul searching repentance to seek out meaning and relevance to his life.  If not, as Maimonides 
puts it, he will be sealed for death along with the רשע.

   We live in a society that seems to be comprised of a world of בינונים.  The average person does not seek greatness nor does he 
pursue a hedonistic lifestyle with no care for the welfare of others.  Rather we live in the age of mediocrity.  Society presents 
us with people who seem to be content with a life that poses no greater meaning and context to our existence.  If we avoid 
harming others, we are considered a “good person.”  Yet at this time of the year we should elevate the expectations of our lives 
to accomplish greatness.  We begin this process by not only reevaluating our deeds but our character and our understanding of 
the purpose and goals of our time spent on this earth.

Rabbi Harold Sutton is the Rosh Yeshibah of Magen David High School and Rabbi of Congregation Hochma U’mussar.

הירושלמים
 לא סרה מלכות מן העיר. בכל הנגוהות נוגן הודה, זהב עטרתה וארגמנה

השמים הללו, שמי אבי העתיק

The Goyim mocked this precious wanderer, the Kingdom of Israel 
wandering in the image of the Shekhina, infamous for its disgrace 
and terrified existence
The Goyim could not see the diamond of the heart and the diamond 
of the mind, shining at the gates of generations
and though our cradle did not stand in the land of Israel, the cradle of 
those who move rocks with might to awaken the dormant power of life
The Hidden Land, Spiritual Jerusalem, dwelt in those rooms where our 
mother conceived us
In Rome and Spain, Germany and France, Russia and Poland I was 
fed bitter poison
And I grew under their flag and bled under their sword, until I got up 
and fled to the troops of Jerusalem 
The kingdom did not abandon the city, in shimmering lights its glory 
sings, with its golden crown and royal purple…
These skies are the skies of my ancient father…

   To conclude, this is what is happening in Israel today: In 
the almost 150 years which passed since the inception of the 
Zionist movement, generation after generation of Jews, 

newcomers and natives, have made new connections to the 
land through their hard work, dedication and sacrifice, and 
have revived and restored the glory of our past, following in 
the literal footsteps of their ancestors. Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, the judges, prophets 
and kings, the sages and leaders of Mishnaic, Talmudic and Geonic 
periods, R. Yehudah HaLevi, Nachmanides and countless other 
great scholars, leaders and pioneers are with us constantly in 
spirit, memory and as a guiding light, fortifying and cementing 
our attachment to the Land of Israel and making it an 
unbreakable bond.

   Our enemies, who are bent on destruction and terror, are 
only destroying themselves and sooner or later they will have 
to understand their mistake, put down their weapons and 
plead for forgiveness and hopefully peace, because Israel is 
strong and resilient and Israelis are not going anywhere and 
will continue to innovate, invent, build and dream of a better 
future. 

Rabbi Ovadia holds an MA in Hebrew literature from UCLA 
and has served as a rabbi and teacher in Israel, South 
America, California, the Jersey Shore and New York. 
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Maqam of the week
Sephardic Pizmonim Project, www.pizmonim.com
by David Betesh DDS 

Haazinu-Shuba
On Shabbat Shuba (Shabbat Ha’azinu is Deuteronomy 32), the prayers are conducted in Maqam Meyahar (which is a maqam within 
the Bayat family). Other sources cite Maqam Hoseni, which is related to Matan Torah, due to this being the time of year when we 
reaccept the statutes of the Torah upon ourselves. Hazzanut:  All melodies should be associated with the High Holidays, such 
as: Shav’at Aniyim: Yah Hasdakh Gali (page 339), and Semehim: Lekha Eli (in anticipation for Yom Kippur). Aliyot: There is a strict 
tradition based on the Talmud that the aliyot stops form the acrostic “HAZIV LAKH;” the letters that begin each aliyah (32:1, 32:7, 
32:13, 32:19, 32:29, 32:40). No extra aliyot should be added.

Student Article: Shabbat Shubah by Mr. Eddie Mishaan 

   The shabbat between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur is known as Shabbat Shubah. Many people refer to this Shabbat as “Shabbat 
Teshubah” because it is the Shabbat during Aseret Yeme Teshubah. However, its correct name is “Shabbat Shubah” because of the 
haftarah we read this week, which begins with the words “Shubah, Yisrael”.

   This week’s perasha is Perashat Ha’azinu. It is, indeed, very appropriate that we should read “Ha’azinu” on the Shabbat between 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and that it should be followed up by the haftarah of “Shubah Yisrael”. Ha’azinu is a song whose 
purpose is to serve as a witness to the Jewish people when they fall upon hard times, as to why that is so. This song, written by 
Moses shortly before his own death, upon God’s command, tells of what he knows will go wrong in the future. He says that 
at first God protects and supports the nation of Israel. However, when they become successful, they also become arrogant, 
forsaking God for idols. That is when the suffering starts.

   But where does it end? That is where the haftarah comes in, as prophesized and recorded by the prophet Hoshea. He writes: 
“Return, O Israel to the Lord, your God, for you have fallen because of your sin”. How do we get back into God’s good graces? There is 
only one answer – we must repent.  In order to repent, we must admit our sins. In the haftarah, the prophet calls for the children 
of Israel to admit their arrogance, that it is not their own strength, nor their military alliances, nor the idols which they them-
selves have built that will save them, but the hand of God. He says that once we have done that, God will immediately cease to 
be angry with us, and will bless us. 

   And this is the message we must take with us into Yom Kippur, the Day 
of Atonement. God truly loves us, and is willing to look past our former 
sins if we simply return to him.

   The haftarah ends off with two verses from Michah. “Who is a god like you, 
for giving iniquity and remitting transgression for the remnant of his people, he has 
not held his wrath forever, for he desires kindness. He shall return and have mercy 
on us, he shall conquer our iniquities, and he shall throw into the depths of the sea 
all our iniquities”. (Michah, 7:18-19)

I hope that you all have a truly meaningful Yom Kippur.

Mr. Mishan currently teaches at Flatbush and Barkai Elementary schools. He is studying to become an Actuary.

“Who is a god like you, for 
giving iniquity and remitting 
transgression for the remnant 
of his people, he has not held 
his wrath forever, for he desires 
kindness”

-Michah, 7:18
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Parashat Ha’azinu
By Rabbi Ralph Tawil

Value: Taking Responsibility for Your Shortcomings or Mistakes—Don’t Pass 
the Buck
Facing up to our shortcomings is an important value because it helps us improve. One com-
mon way out of this very difficult task is to blame someone or something else. When we run 
out of things and people to blame we sometimes blame God Himself. Let us think about 
ways to impress this value upon our children and upon ourselves. 

Context:
Our perasha, Ha’azinu, contains a song that Moshe wrote at God’s request. God wanted 
Moshe to write his ideas in the form of a poem because it would be easier to remember. God 
wanted Bene Yisrael to remember the very important message of the poem, namely that they 
are responsible for their own dire situation. Israel would like to blame their difficulties on 
God. Moshe wants them to know that God is not to blame—they are.

Text:
Debarim 32:4-6 
The Rock! His deeds are perfect, Yea, all His ways are just; a faithful God, never false, True and upright is 
He.  “Corruption is His, not His children’s defect. A base and perverse generation. Do you thus requite the 
Lord, O dull and witless people? Is not he the father who created you? Fashioned you and made endure?”

Analysis:
The only consensus about this verse is that it is difficult to understand. The above translation reflects the approach of Shadal 
(Shemuel David Luzzato, an eighteenth century Italian Bible commentator). He explains:

After [Moshe] had claimed that God is perfect in his deeds, Moshe mentioned Israel’s claim in difficult times. They deny God’s perfection 
and say that the defect is not in them but in Him.…After all, they are his children and He should save them. The fact that He does not save 
them leads them to leave His service. Moshe repudiates them saying, [they are] a base and perverse generation. Can you requite thus to God 
and think those things about Him, making Him the cause of your troubles, when He, in fact, was the cause of all your prosperity? The words, 
“Corruption is His, not His children’s defect,” are not Moshe’s words, but [Moshe quoting] the people’s claim…. 

In short, according to Shadal, Israel will react to the troubles by blaming God, and not themselves. In effect they are “passing 
the buck” by denying their own responsibility for the troubles that they face.

Discussion:
Why do you think that Israel does not say, “we are to blame for our troubles?” (Saying that is very difficult. It means admitting  
a mistake and it puts the burden upon you to change. It is much easier to give an excuse and put the blame on someone else.)
Can you think of any biblical figures that did the same thing, passing the responsibility for their mistakes on someone else? 
(A classic example is the first man, Adam, and his wife Havva. When God asked Adam if he had eaten from the tree, Adam 
answered, “the woman You put at my side—she gave me of the tree, and I ate” (Beresheet 3:12). In this sentence, the man 
simultaneously passes the blame to both his wife and to God! The woman, likewise passed the blame to the serpent. Another 
example is King Shaul. When the prophet Shemuel reprimanded King Shaul for sparing the sheep of Amaleq, Shaul blamed the 
people. To which Shemuel responded, “You may look small to yourself, but you are the head of the tribes of Israel. The Lord anointed you 

Section (Weekly Schedules)
Shabbat-Table Talks
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king over Israel….”  [1 Samuel 15:17].) 

   Why would people prefer to make an excuse and put the blame on some-
one else? (It absolves them of responsibility. They do not suffer the painful 
thought that their shortcoming led to their situation.)

Why is this not good? (It doesn’t allow for real improvement. It leaves one 
almost powerless. The real source of the problem is not identified, so that 
it will not ever be rectified.)

What should be our response? (To see how any of our actions might have led to the situation and to accept upon ourselves to 
correct ourselves and improve the situation. In short, to take responsibility for our decisions and not “pass the buck.”)

President Harry Truman had a sign on his desk that read “The buck stops here.” What do you think he meant by that sign and 
why did he, the president, have it on his desk?

The following might be helpful (it is certainly interesting)1:

The sign “The Buck Stops Here” that was on President Truman’s desk in his White House office was made in the Federal Reformatory at El 
Reno, Oklahoma.… The saying “the buck stops here” derives from the slang expression “pass the buck” which means passing the responsibility on 
to someone else. The latter expression is said to have originated with the game of poker, in which a marker or counter, frequently in frontier 
days a knife with a buckhorn handle, was used to indicate the person whose turn it was to deal. If the player did not wish to deal, he could 
pass the responsibility by passing the “buck,” as the counter came to be called, to the next player.2

On more than one occasion, President Truman referred to the desk sign in public statements…. In his farewell address to the 
American people given in January 1953, President Truman referred to this concept very specifically in asserting that, “The 
President—whoever he is —has to decide. He can’t pass the buck to anybody. No one else can do the deciding for him. That’s 
his job.” 

Rabbi Tawil is presently the principal of Yavneh School in Qiryat Tiv’on, Israel. 
Reprinted with permission from Rabbi Ralph Tawil’s Shabbat-Table Talks (Tebah, 2013), pp. 193-196

1http://www.trumanlibrary.org/buckstop.htm
2Mitford M. Mathews, ed., A Dictionary of Americanisms on Historical Principles (Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1951), I, pages 198-199.

“Facing up to our shortcomings 
is an important value because it 
helps us improve.”
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Community Focus
Project Education
Takes on Tuition
Affordability
By Sarina Roffé

   Project Education, a new nonprofit in the community, has 
been looking at the issue of Tuition Affordability for the past 
three years. With nearly 100 percent of the children in our 
community attending yeshibot, the issue of its affordability for 
growing middle class families has been front and center in 
recent years.  

   The affordability of yeshibah education is one of the most 
discussed social challenges in Jewish communities nation-
wide, as well as in Jewish communities around the world. The 
increasing cost of tuition at Jewish day schools and the 
recession created a crisis: tuition 
costs have outstripped the ability 
of many families to pay.

   A decade ago, roughly one 
third of all community children 
received some sort of tuition 
assistance. When the economy 
tanked a few years ago, that 
number rose to 48 percent. 
Today, nearly 1 out of every 
two children in the community receives tuition assistance in 
some form. 

   With tuition in the $20,000 range, a family with four children 
in school will have an $80,000 tuition bill. Even with a family 
income of $150,000 annually, after taxes, rent and utilities, 
this family will have a hard time making ends meet. The high 
cost of tuition is causing many families a good deal of financial 
hardship.  As a result, some families are choosing to have fewer 
children. Others are in poverty. 

   Parents feel trapped. They do not feel they have a choice. In 
a community where Jewish values are so deeply embedded, 
public school is not an option. Many parents feel humbled by 
the tuition assistance process, which has grown very strict, 

and necessary. The schools, which feel an obligation to make 
sure every child stays in yeshibah, also has an obligation to be 
sure the system is providing tuition assistance to those truly 
in need, while at the same time being accountable for sound 
financial policy.

   In many cases grandparents are being tapped to pay for their 
grandchildren’s tuition. Others choose less expensive yeshibot, 
often compromising on the quality of education to keep their 
children in a Jewish school. 

   Project Education took on this issue and analyzed many ways 
to address it. A committee of committed individuals looked 
at many ideas. The group attended conferences, looked at 
national data and models in other communities. They joined 
forces with the OU-Teach NYS Advocacy Center. Tuition 
affordability for Jewish schools is a national Jewish issue. 

What Parents and Donors 
Say
   To develop strategies on how 
to address tuition affordability, 
the Orthodox Union and UJA 
Federation of NY partnered 
with Project Education to look 
at the issue of Tuition Afford-
ability in our community. Eight 
focus groups were held and a 
community wide survey yield-

ed nearly 1,000 responses, clearly hitting a nerve.  

   Almost all the respondents indicated that a yeshibah education 
was essential for teaching Jewish rituals, values and culture, 
for keeping their children in the community, as well as 
excellence in secular studies. 72% of respondents said that 
they were most concerned about affordability and the 
financial strain it was putting on their families. 

   When asked whether respondents felt they were getting 
good value for the tuition, 53% said very much so or some-
what. This was confirmed in the focus groups, where many 
participants conveyed the idea that they did not have confidence 
in the way the schools manage their budgets. 

“...parents were very worried 
about how our children will 

earn enough to afford a lifestyle 
to live in the community, even 

with a good college education.”
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   There is a widely held belief that most in the community 
do not give ma’aser, which is 10 percent of their earnings, to 
charity whether through a tuition bill or other giving. When 
asked what would motivate participants to donate or donate 
more to their child’s school, more than 40% of those who 
answered said they wanted a better explanation of school 
expenses and overhead. 33% want the schools to collaborate 
to reduce overhead. 

   Studies indicate that many people give to both Jewish and 
non-Jewish causes, but that the majority of giving is to institutions 
outside our community. The 
results of the focus groups 
and survey clearly indicated 
that although education was 
the highest priority for 
donors, it was not in line 
with their giving patterns. 
In other words, those who 
are able are not giving to 
community schools. 

   The results also indicated 
parents were very worried 
about how our children will 
earn enough to afford a lifestyle 
to live in the community, even 
with a good college educa-
tion. This is a concern that is 
broader than our community 
as it has national implications. 
One fact is certain – high-
er education is necessary to 
compete in a global economy. 

   Our Rabbis tell us that if we 
know of children in public school, 
we should make them aware 
and they will find places for 
them in a yeshibah. Why? 81% 
of those surveyed believe that 
all children in our community 
should have a Jewish day school education. Our community 
values keeping its children near and dear. We want them to 
marry and remain in the community, to have the benefit of 
extended family in their lives and most of all to infuse our 
children and grandchildren with our Sephardic values, the 
same mores we got from our parents and grandparents. 

   Our children are our future and education is their future. 
Study after study has shown that education is the key to our 
children leading fulfilling lives where they can successfully 
provide for their families and give back to the community. 

Conclusion
   Those involved in our community's schools are helping to 
make a positive difference. They take pride in their activism 
and support, and know that our children benefit as a result. 

   We should be proud of the schools and the aspirations the 
teachers have for their stu-
dents, and the new pro-
grams they are introducing. 
There are many successful 
alumni accomplishing great 
things. Our community 
boasts doctors, lawyers, 
teachers, architects, engi-
neers, social workers, interi-
or decorators, caterers, and 
a multitude of very success-
ful professionals. Progress is 
happening every day.

   Yeshibot are the glue that 
holds our community to-
gether. They teach our chil-
dren, impart our Sephardic 
values and religion, and help 
our children make friends 
within the community. Our 
yeshibot prepare our chil-
dren to be the future com-
munity leaders. 

   A Jewish education is the 
single most important thing 
we can do as a community to 
keep our children near and 
dear. It is also an investment 
– not only in their individual 

future, but for the future of the community as a whole. Proj-
ect Education is working with the schools to make positive 
change happen so our community children can have the best 
and most affordable education possible. Why? Because 
education matters!

Tuition By the Numbers

 » nearly 1 out of every two children in the 
community receives tuition assistance 
in some form. 

 » 72% of respondents said that they were 
most concerned about affordability 
and the financial strain it was putting 
on their families. 

 » When asked whether respondents felt 
they were getting good value for the 
tuition, 53% said very much so or some-
what. 

 » 81% of those surveyed believe that all 
children in our community should have 

a Jewish day school education
 » more than 40% of those who answered 

said they wanted a better explanation 
of school expenses and overhead.

 » 33% want the schools to collaborate to 
reduce overhead. 
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SCA Declaration of Values 

Commitment to Halakha

We are committed to conformity to Halakha, based upon the Code of Law written by R. Yosef Karo, as shaped 

and developed through the generations by the long-standing customs and practices of the Sephardic community 

(minhag), and as expressed by the Rabbis of our synagogues.  At the same time we recognize that those who may not 

totally conform to Halakha today are still deserving of our respect and guidance.

Growth through Education

We feel strongly that constructive change within the community will come about through education, cooperation 

and positive interaction rather than through coercion and through unilateral edicts.

Respect and Tolerance

We assert that, regardless of ideological or other differences, community Rabbis are obliged to treat each other, and 

their respective congregants, with respect and dignity. It follows that all Community institutions, even those which 

have philosophies with which we may differ, are to be accorded respect. 

Torah and Higher Education

We stand strongly in favor of higher secular education and recognize the value and necessity of a college and 

university education in creating a complete Torah-Jew who can function in the world at-large, fulfill his or her 

potential and appreciate all of God’s work.

Interaction with Society

In accordance with our Sephardic heritage, we believe that community members should be encouraged not only 

to prosper and grow in the practice of traditional Judaism, but also to engage the world in a productive and creative 

manner.

Learning and Earning

We cherish the traditional way of life in which one combines the learning of Torah and observance of misvot 

together with earning a livelihood (Torah im Derekh Eres).

Medinat Yisrael

We recognize God’s providence in the establishment of the State of Israel, fully support its security and prosperity 

and, in prayer and in deed, celebrate its existence.
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Content Editors: Rabbi Harold Sutton, Rabbi Yosef Bitton, Rabbi Nathan Dweck

Layout Design: Lenore Cohen

Ahaba Ve Ahava
Beth Torah 
Bnei Yitzhak
Kol Israel Congregation
Magen David Synagogue
Magen David Belle Harbour
Magen David of West Deal
Ohel David and Shlomo
Ohel Yishak of Allenhurst
Safra Synagogue of Deal

Safra Synagogue of Manhattan
Safra Synagogue of Turnberry
Sephardic Synagogue
Sephardic Synagogue of Elberon
Shaare Shalom
Allegra Franco
Barkai Yeshivah
Hillel Yeshivah
Magen David Yeshivah
Sephardic Rabbinical College

SCA Member Organizations

SCA Mission

The Sephardic Community Alliance is an organization established to reinforce and preserve the 
traditional Sephardic way of life of our ancestors based on the principles set forth in our Declaration 
of Values. Our commitment is to serve as a platform for lay leaders to work in unison with Community 
Rabbis, institutions and organizations in promoting the perpetuation of these Values. We support all 
those who embrace our traditions and rich heritage and that uphold and endorse these values.

The SCA would like to welcome our newest member organizations:

Mikdash Eliyahu
Tebah Educational Services 

Jersey Shore Erub

The SCA is a non-profit 501(3)(c) charity.



A Fun and Free Israel Trip

January 4th-14th
A  partner trip between the SCA, SCC and OU Israel Free Spirit

•	 Spend	time	in	Israel's	best	cities
•	 Hiking	all	over	the	country
•	 Sightseeing	of	historic+contemporary	sites
•	 Get	to	know	IDF	soldiers
•	 Meet	new	people	from	your	community	
and	across	the	USA

•	 SCA	free	extension	option
•	 Direct	flights	to	and	from	JFK	with	no	
stopovers

•	 Meet	 VIPs	 from	 Israels	 politcal,	
business	and	military	community

•	 Create	memories	that	will	last	a	lifetime

Limited spots, don’t miss out
sign up now at

www.IsraelFreeSpirit.com/SCA
For more information contact Rachel:
rachel@israelfreespirit.com 732-443-0511


